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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE "
The Cabin Home, which is the nucleus of the Garden of Eden was built out of large

stone logs and concrete in an irregular L-shaped plan. It is situated on a large corner
lot on the east edge of Lucas. The house is one and one half stories with a basement
and has eleven rooms, a bath and its own electric plant. The interior is finished in
California redwood, pine and oak.

The main facade which faces north has a centrally placed raised porch with a low
pediment. This porch has been placed on the west side of a slightly projecting wing.An open porch with a balustrade continues around to the east v/here the roof over it
resumes at the center of the facade. This porch is accessible from both floors and has
two bays, one of which is rounded. There is a balustrade above the cornice. The
rounded bay appears to have been flat In one early photograph, but a later photograph
(before 1917) of this facade shows It to be similar to its present appearance. Thetwo story porch continues half the way across the south facade where it is met by a
projecting wing. The major feature of the v/est facade is a two story bay v/indow.There is a ground level entrance to the basement in the central panel of the bay. The
roof has been resurfaced with light colored asphalt sliingles.

After the completion of the Cabin Mome, Dinsmoor began to v/ork on his mausoleum
which is located in the northeast corner of the property. This building is constructed
of stone logs and has three diminishing tiers, the first measuring 14 feet square, the
second 9 feet square, and the third 4 feet square. At each corner there is a cement
post faced with native stone measuring from 18 to 21 feet long. The mausoleum has been
crowned with a concrete terican flag giving it an overall height of 40 feet. It
contains a 7 by 10 foot room where Dinsmoor and his first wife have boon buried. His
concrete coffin bears Masonic symbols.

The Garden of Eden was started sliortly after the completion of tlie mausoleum.
Dinsmoor began by molding twenty-nine artificial trees, some as high as forty feet,
out of wet concrete and then began building the concrete figures among them. His
first themes were Biblical, many coming from Genesis or Moses. There is a sign between
two trees on the west side of the lot bearing the caption, "Garden of Eden." Below
the sign are over-lifesize statues of Adam and Eve, their hands clasped and arms curved
to form the beginning of a grape arbor. There are Masonic symbols on Adam's cloth. A
statue of the devil with a pitchfork rises up behind the sign near the tree on the right.
The tree on the left has a grouping of four figures representing the offerings of Cain
and Abel; below them are tv/o girls, one on a swing while the other is catching a bird.
The next tree to th.:- north shows the discovery of Abel's body by his wife, dog and an
angel. Above the grouping is an oversized eye with a iiand that points toward Cain and
his wife on the next tree which is in the northwest corner of the lot.

The sculptural ^roup across the north side of the lot represents, according to
Dinsmoor, "present day civilization." It shows a chain of events that stretches across
several trees. He comments on the evils of trusts, bonds, interest, and chartered
rights and how they are protected by the flag. These evils reach out to grab a girl
who is after a soldier, who Is shooting at an Indian on the next tree, who in turn is
shooting an arrow at a dog which is chasing a fox that is in pursuit of a bird that is
eating a worm on a leaf.

The Goddess of Liberty stands atop the next sculptural group to the east. She
has one foot on the trust and 1s spearing its head. Below her a man and woman are
using a saw marked ''ballot" to cut off the limb labeled "cliartercd rights" upon whichthe trust stands. Under this tree is a ziggurat-shaped concrete strawberry bed.
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B U I L D E R / A R C H I T E C T
Samuel P. Dinsmoor

Samuel P. Dinsmoor, the creator and builder of the Garden of Eden at Lucas, Kan.,
was born 1n Ohio in 1843. Prior to his enlistment in the Union army in 1862, he had
been a farmer. After the war he moved to Illinois where he taught school five terms and
farmed. He married Frances Barclay in 1870. In 1888 he moved to Russell county, Kan.,
settling on a farm near Lucas. He moved to Nebraska in 1890 but returned to Russell
county in 1891. In 1905 he retired from farming and moved to Lucas, where he purchased
one-fourth of a block on which to bui ld a home.

In 1906 he began building a stone log cabin. Huge stones were cut at a quarry neai?
Lucas and hauled to his building site. One of the stone cutters was Nicholas A. Broska.
Although Dinsmoor did much of the work himself, he did employ some local stonemasons
including a man named Stove Truitt. The large stones v/ere fitted together like logs andDinsmoor used large amounts of concrete for the porches and for ornamentation. By
September, 1907, the finishing touches were being applied. Then in January, 1909,
Dinsmoor had the words "Cabin Home" put on the rock log across the front of the porch.

When the house was completed, he began construction of the forty-foot high mausoleum.
After that he began working on the Garden itself. Surrounding the Cabin Home he placed
sculptured concrete figures of Man, animal life, trees and effigies. He molded 29 treesout of v/et concrete, some as high as 40 feet, and built concrete figures among them.
To support the statuary there was a network of concrete limbs which also helped to link
one grouping to another. Dinsmoor experimented with various concrete inixes and developed
a mixture pliable enough to be hand worked,but adhesive enough to hold firm. He
continued to work on the Garden until 1929 when failing health and eyesight forced him
to stop. A pamphlet he wrote in 1927 reported that as of July 1, 1927, he had used
2,273 sacks of cement, more than 113 tons, on his project.

Dinsmoor himself gave the place its name "Garden of Eden." Adam and Eve are there
with the serpent and one part of the Garden is devoted to the theme of the downfall of
Man as told in the Bible. His first themes were Biblical, but as the project grew he
began to add statuary commenting on contemporary philosophies and practices. The
increasing complexities of life were depicted.

Dinsmoor's first wife died in 1917 and according to the nev/spaper accounts was
buried in the local cemetery. However, within a few years the literature on the Garden
stated that she had been buried in a concrete coffin in the mausoleum just below a
second coffin which Dinsmoor had reserved for himself. In 1924 the 81-year old Dinsmoor
married his 20-year old housekeeper, creating a considerable stir in the small community.
Subsequently they had tv/o children. Dinsmoor died in 1932, and as he had instructed,his body was placed in the mausoleum in a concrete coffin that had a glass top so visitors
c o u l d v i e w h i m .

From 1908 to 1933 the Garden was a popular tourist attraction, but after Dinsmoor's
death it was forgotten and ignored. The statuary became overgrown with shrubbery and
vines and the Cabin Home v/as used as an apartment house. In 1967 the property was
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7 DESCRIPTION

Above the coal house and ash pit on the cast edge of the property rises a grouping
showing Labor crucified by a lawyer, doctor, preacher and banker.

Other structures on the grounds include a visitors' dining hall, which is 21 feet
square and has a concrete floor, roof and tables, Dinsmoor also constructed a small
200 with cages for a badger, owl, and coyote, 28 pigeon roosts, two bird houses and an
eagle roost. There is a concrete wash house and smaller strawberry bod just to the
south of the Cabin Home. The Garden is l i t by 48 e lect r ic l ights , and Dinsmoor v ;ould
often l ight i t at night because of the special ly eerie effect.

The Cabin Home and the Garden of Eden are today much as they were when Dinsmoor
was alive. The paint has faded from some of the sculpture, some of the smaller figures
have been damaged by vandals, the stone cabin has a now roof, and one of the tv/o
concrete American flags has had to be taken down, but little else has been changed.

8 S I G N I F I C A N C E

acquired by the present owners who have carefully cleaned and restored it. All of
Dinsmoor's major creations are still standing and the Garden is once again a tourist
a t t r a c t i o n .

To an average visitor Dinsmoor's work may appear crude and bizarre, out of
proportion and reflecting an amateurish attempt at realism. But the work does fit
into a stylistic trend usually referred to as naive or primitive art. Typical of this
style is an overattention to details and an exaggeration of differences and features
for emphasis. It is today known as an excellent example of naive art and unusual in
i t s s c a l e .

The Garden of Eden represents the personal vision of its creator. It is part of
the tradition of large, painted sculpture and naive Ame)^ican ai-t. The distortions and
exaggeration of details and proportions give t\\o work a special interest. It has a
quality of significance in American culture as it possesses integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, v/orkmanship, feeling and association and is v/orthy of
National Register Jist ing.



Form^No. 10-300#
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTML.T OF THE INTERIOR
N AT I O N A L PA R K S E RV I C E

N AT I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S
I N V E N T O R Y - N O M I N A T I O N F O R M

Garden of Eden

C O N T I N U A T I O N S H E E T I T E M N U M B E R P A G E

9 MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Dinsmoor, S. P., Pictorial History of the Cabin Home in Garden of Eden (n.p., 1927)
modern reprint.

"Eve Takes Another Adam into Her 'Garden of Eden,'" Chicago V/eekly American, 1933
(clipping filed in Kansas State Historical Society library, exact date not given).

"Fearfully and Wonderfully Made Images of Concrete Topeka Capital,
February 19, 1922.

Hoopes, Owen Dean, This Is My Sign"""Garden of Eden" (Lucas, Kan., Lucas Publishing
Co., 1972).

Lucas Independent, Jan. 28, 1909; Mar. 13, 29, 1913; Apr. 26, May 3, Sept. 27, 1917;
Apr. 30, 1924; Mar. 16, 1927.

Lucas Sentinel, Feb. 22, Mar. 22, Sept. 20, 1907.
"Lucas Man Buried in Garden of Eden," Russell Record, Dec. 12, 1974.
"Man V/ho Built Kansas 'Garden of Eden' Dies, " Topeka Capital, July 23, 1932.
"S. P. Dinsmoor Dead," Lucas Independent, July 27, 1932.
"A Strange Concrete 'Eden' in Kansas," Kansas City Times, July 11, 1958.
Watson, John, "Man-made Cement 'Garden of Eden' Startles Imagination...,"

Wichi ta Eagle, Jan. 22, 1953.

f



St .ipiivS
'■u i t K . ' W.

i tej^-^sdfe M (\\m V«K MA W W W l R f M ^

fi W :

s a a fi i i w
i t a w i i i i p p p :

- > ^ " > ^ 1 / / ' P ^ V v ( l a T / > > < ?

i i i

1

\ \ \ J ' , V , ^ C ■Y c ' i U 1 v ^ '

W M
■' "̂ 1 [;">':

'■Ml®
) ' V 3':- I I'/.^t A^-

13

M fr M

A I";l<)!:ii1<TS

,i!r In(cJ Vi)] JO feot


