JOHH EHH: OLD TRAPPER'S LODGE

BIOGRAPHY
1897 September 15, Johan Henry (John) Ehn was bornoin Violet, Mackinaw County,

Upper Michigan. Yiolet was 3 logging camp.

Johan Ehn Sr. (John's father) was born in Stockholm Sweden. He had 5 sisters. At
age 24 he apprenticed a3 a Hudraulic machine Engineer. He was trained to sat up
systems for lumber mill machinery run by the power of falling water (fefore
electricity was invented). Hecame to the U5 when he was 18 toset upa lumber
mill in Upper Michigan. Here he met Marie Ella Berg. They married and
hornesteaded a farm near Gould City.

Marie Ella Berg Ehn, John's mother was bornin Helsinki Finland. She was an
orphan who worked 3s a servant and saved her money from childhond to boy passage
on an emigrant ship to the US. She was 4'10" tall and spoke Finmish, Swedish, and
Englizh.

John Ehn and Mary Berqg had six zons and one daughter: Wilhelm, Fredrich, Oscar,
John, Jiel, Wictor and &nna.

The Ehn family farmed and owned & commercial fisheryand rana lumbering
operation. John Junior droped out of school inthe 7th grade because of his father’s
ailing health.

&pril 2. John married Mary Leota Esther Gonyon. Born July 27 1204, in Gould
City Michigan she had a fifth qrade education. Her mother Maryznne Polly Gonyon
came from Ohio. She was one of 9or 10 children. Her father, {saac Gonyon, was 3
French Cansdian widower. He farmed during the surnmer and worked 33 logger snd
lumberjack in the winter. Marywas the eldest of six children, Joseph, Stephen,
Edith, ENenand Army.

Johnand Mary had 4 children: Clifford Bell 1924; Louize Joy 1926; Lorraine &nn
1930; and Rosemarie 1337,

John had his closest shave vzxﬁhduathmImnu-untuihn higan {source: John's tape).

Yisited his brother Joel in Florida, where John became partners with Snake
Johnzon. Together they trapped and shot slligators snd snakes in the Everglades for
their hides. Mary helped skinand stretch them.
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The state of Michigan started a force of salaried trappers to catch animals feeding on
livestock. John was hired. Juhn wirked an fhr' \f:'.fr uT le QNJ:H for :thT +H 28
years.- \N GolERMEAT Wol¥ - AR

Feturned to Michigan.-

The Federal Bureau of Biological Survey hired John to trap . He bacame their

trouble shooted and worked in several states for the Department. ‘ \,(\“\" i
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_John becarne 3 bounty hunter for the Department of Agricstiuee Wildlife Service,

while in Michigan John began fo teach ather trappers
toul s on trapping which he sold through the mail dlunq -uh scents and other ‘,
tranmion zunnlies (Titles availabilitn® \Q 36
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March. The Ehn femily moved to Roscoe (Sun Yalley), Southern Celifornis.

John began building & house. He reslised ihe need for housing in the sres due to
ihe burgeoning aircrefi indusin, end sterted to build rentsl units. Mary end Johr
both svorked in aircraft factaries for about 15 yeers ta raise rmoney far
construction. John worked for Lockheed. The children helped wiih the
construction.

John begen to dresa in Western clothes ta help his trapping end rental
businessges.

John began buildinp the Boat Hill Cemeiry outside his motel. He hired Clsude Bel

from Knottsberry farm to build & monumental sculpture of himself. After

watching for three deys end consulting vwith Claude, he sisrted his own

areaiions. John's colleciion of Western artifacts were pleced in the Old Weat
useum.

April 10. John prepared 8 hendwritten four pege recard for the guns at 7819
Aryills Avenue, Sun Yalley Califarnia. {xerax in Spaces archive).

Sundey Februsry 8, 5.00p.m., 01d Trepper wea on 1t Takea All Kinds, Chenel 2.
He was interviewed and videotaped at Old Trapper's Lodge end &t his regidence.

John finished working on Old Trapper's Lodge and Boot Hill Cemetry.

May. 0id Trepper's Lodge wes nemed a5 & Califormia Registered Hisiorical
Landmark #0930,

December 26 John died of 8 heart sttack after breaking a hip.

April 2. Mary Ehn died afier e series of heert atiacks.
Jine 3. Lorraine Phillips (John and Mery's deughier) prepered i

u.Ehn efter her perents demise. The whole farnily collsboreted in
the preparation of keepseke packets each cantaining & primitive Indian necklace
mede by John, two pieces of Mary's costume jewellry , 8 picture teken on Mery
and John's 60thwedding anniverssry, & business card, (posaibly & nick-nack fram
their home} end & copy of 1he family histary.

O1d Trapper’'s Lodge was repainied b%demme Weard (see Lhe recommendations
from Don Howledt July 17, 1983 in SPACES archive)

4 The Stete Historical Resaurces Commision recommended llocation
of & plaque for O1d Trapper's Lodge. This was unveiled on March 25, 1965,
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