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F r o m s E l l i n B o r d o n J o h n s o n ' s h o u s e a n d m i s s i o n i n
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M a r c h 6 , 1 9 9 5

I a m n o t s u r e i f y o u a r e f a m i l i a r w i t h A n d e r s o n J o h n s o n ' s w o r k .
He is an art ist l iv ing and working in Newport News, Virginia who also
is a preacher with a small mission that meets weekly at his home and
h e i s a l s o a m u s i c i a n . H e i s a k i n d a n d g e n t l e m a n w h o h a s r i s e n
above a great many adversi t ies in his l i fe and at the age of seventy
e i g h t h e i s s t i l l p a i n t i n g d a i l y, a d m i n i s t e r i n g t o h i s s m a l l fl o c k ,
a n d p l a y i n g o r i g i n a l m u s i c ™ H i s a r t w o r k h a s b e e n s h o w n i n a n u m b e r
o f exh ib i t i ons o f se l f t augh t a r t i s t s and seve ra l o f h i s p i eces a re
c u r r e n t l y o n t o u r i n P a s s i o n a t e V i s i o n s o f t h e A m e r i c a n S o u t h
o r g a n i s e d b y t h e N e w O r l e a n s M u s e u m o f A r t ,

Anderson's home (and mission) have been slatG?d for demolition by
t h e c i t y o f N e w p o r ' t N e w s t o m a k e w a y f o r a r e c r e a t i o n c e n t e r * T h e
c i t y h a s b o u g h t h i s h o m e f r o m h i m a n d h e h a s r e n t e d a n o t h e r a n d h e i s
q u i t e c o n t e n t i n h i s n e w s u r r o u n d i n g s . B u t , t h o s e o f u s i n t e r e s t e d i n
p r e s e r v i n g e n v i r o n m e n t s a r e p a r t i c u l a r l y u p s e t b e c a u s e o f t h e
e x c e p t i o n a l w a l l p a i n t i n g s t h r o u g h o u t t h e o r i g i n a l h o u s e a n d t h e l o s s
o f a n o t h e r c o n n e c t i o n t o o u r h e r i t a g e a n d t h e h e r i t a g e o f t h e
c o m m u n i t y .

T h e h o u s e i s i n p o o r c o n d i t i o n , a n d a l t h o u g h t h e c i t y i s
p e r f e c t l y h a p p y t o g i v e a w a y t h e p l a s t e r w a l l s t h a t a r e c o v e r e d w i t h
the pa in t ings , we are concerned tha t the pa in t ings w i l l no t surv ive .
To preserve the house and possibly have to move it would be costly and
t h e c i t y i s n o t w i l l i n g t o u n d e r t a k e t h e p r o j e c t , .

A few people met wi th the Ci ty Planner in the fa l l o f '94, but
s i n c e t h e n D e b o r a h M c L e o d , c u r a t o r o f t h e P e n i n s u l a r F i n e A r t s C e n t e r
in Newport Nev'js, has done a wonderful jobu She has organised and met
with a neighborhood committee (active now) and has met with the City
C o u n c i l t h r e e t i m e s . S h e h a s a l s o a p p r o a c h e d s e v e r a l f o u n d a t i o n s
about the poss ib i l i t y o f fund ing and has rece ived pos i t i ve , though
c e r t a i n l y t e n t a t i v e r e s p o n s e s f r o m t h r e e o f t h e m . U J e a r e n o w i n n e e d
D f s u p p o r t f r o m t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y t o t r y a n d g e t a t l e a s t a
p a r t i a l c o m m i t m e n t f r o m t h e c i t y t o h e l p . T h e y h a v e r e c e i v e d a n u m b e r
o f l e t t e r s a n d p r i n t e d m a t e r i a l a b o u t A n d e r s o n J o h n s o n , b u t t h e s e h a v e
a l l b e e n f r o m a r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l g e o g r a p h i c a r e a «
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I f y o u c o u l d t a k e t h e t i m e t o w r i t e a l e t t e r o - f s u p ^ p o r t w e w o u l d
b e m o s t g r a t e - f u l . < T h e n a m e s a n d a d d r e s s e s a r e l i s t e d b e l o w . ) T h o s e
D - f u s w h o h a v e a l r e a d y w r i t t e n l e t t e r s h a v e t r i e d t o e x p l a i n t h e
i m p o r t a n c e o - f t h i s t y p e e n v i r o n e m n t t o t h e c o m m u n i t y a n d t h e c u l t u r a l
h e r i t a g e : i c r e p r e s e n t s t o t h e c o m m u n i t y . W e h a v e a l s o p o i n t e d o u t t h e
n u m b e r o - f p e o p l e w h o v i s i t N e w p o r t N e w s t o m e e t A n d e r s o n J o h n s o n w h o
w o u l d o t h e r w i s e b e u n a w a r e o - f t h e a r e a . A n d l a s t l y h o w f e w o f t h e s e
e n v i r o n m e n t s h a v e b e e n s a v e d a n d w h a t a c r e d i t i t w o u l d b e t o N e w p o r t
N e w s t o a c c o m p l i s h t h i s f e a t .

P l e a s e c o n t a c t D e b o r a h n c L e o d o r m e w i t h a n y s u g g e s t i o n s y o u
h a v e . A s o f M a r c h i s t t h e C i t y h a s p r o m i s e d n o t t o d o a n y t h i n g
w i t h o u t i n f o r m i n g D e b o r a h a n d I t h i n k t h e r e i s a s m a l l w i n d o w o f t i m e .
I f y o u w o u l d n o t m i n d , D e b o r a h o r I w o u l d a p p r e c i a t e r e c e i v i n g a c o p y
o f t h e l e t t e r y o u s e n d -

I k n o w h o w b u s y y o u a r e , b u t I h o p e y o u w i l l fi n d t h e t i m e t o
h e l p u s . M a n y t h a n k s i n a d v a n c e .
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