€LUN B. GORDON
113 ELZABETH MERIUJETHER
WILLAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 23185
(804) 299-3382

Memo To: Sevmouwr Rosen Fe: Demolition of Anderson
Fraom: Ellin Gordon Johnson ‘s house and mission in
Mawport MNews, Virginia.

March &, 1995

I am not sure if yvou are familiar with Anderson Johnsomn s
1@ is an artist living and ua"ilng in Newport News, Virginia who dlba
is a preacher with a small mission that meets we by at his home and
e is also a musician.  He ia a kind and gentle man who has risen
above a great many adversities 1ﬁ his life and at the age of seventy
eight he is still painting daily administering to his small flock,
and playing original music. H]w art work has beesn shown in a number
of exhibitions of self taught artists and several of his pie
cwrrently on towr in Passionate Visions of the Omerican Souwbh
organized by the Mew Orleans Museum of Art

e

e home (and mission) have slated for demolit
of NMewport News to make way me & recrestion center,

s bought his home from him and he has rented another and he is
tite OH%@N* in his new surroundings. But, those of us interested in
@erving envirronments particularly upset because of the

ptiomal wall paintings throughout the criginal bouse and the loss
of ancother connection to our heritage and the Meritagse of the
community.
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The bho i in poor condition, and altho ity is
perfectly ha to give away the plaster walls that are covered with
the paintings, we are concerned that the paintings will not swvive.
To preserve the house and possibly have to move it would be costly and

the city is not willing to undertake the project

A few people met with the City Planner in the fall of
since then Deborah Mocleod, curator of the Peninsular Fine &r
in Newport News, has done a wonderful job. She has arganized
with & neighborhood conmitbee ive mow)  and has met with the (Jk/
Council three times. Bhe has 3 approached several foundations
about the possibility of ing and has received positive, though

i
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certainly tentative responsss from three of them. Ne are now in nesd
of support from trn"rntgknﬁu* the country to at le &
partial commitment from the city to help. Th@ Fave r@c@iv&d il
of letters and printed material about Anderson Johnson, but these have
all been from a relatively small geographic area.
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