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D e a r M r , B e a . ! :

T h e r e i s n o w a y o f a s c e r t a i n i n p ; t h e fi r s t m a n i n t h e
S t a t e o f N e b r a s k a t o v o t e f o r L i n c o l n . N e b r a s k a v f a s
admitted to the Union on the last day of October, 1864
a n d t o o k p a r t i n t h e P r e s i d e n t i a l E l e c t i o n i n N o v e m b e r #

Anne NevTport Roy all was born June 11, 1769 in Maryland.
Her father, Wil l ia,m Ne^'port, may have been an i l legit imate
s o n o f o n e o f t h e G a l v e r t s # T h e o n l y t h i n g k n o w n a b o u t
her mother v/as that she had rela.t ives in Virginia by the
n a m e o f A n d e r s o n .

A n n e s p e n t h e r c h i l d h o o d i n t h e f r o n t i e r s o f
Pennsy lvan ia , and re turn ing to Vi rg in ia and enter ing in
menial capacity, the house of William Royall, scholar,
gen t l eman f a rme r, Revo lu t i ona ry ve te ran and a rden t Mason .
He became interested in her and undertook her education,
marry ing her in 1797. At h is death , 16 years la ter, he
le f t her the bu lk o f h is proper ty but o ther he i rs succeeded
in break ing l ihe wi l l , leav ing her penni less at the age of
5 4 .

In 1824 she s tar ted to earn her l iv ing by t rave l ing
o v e r t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d p u b l i s h i n g t h e a c c o u n t o f h e r
journeys. She v/as an ardent pro-Mason and anti-
E v a n g e l i c a l . H e r a t t i t u d e a g a i n s t t h e P r e s i d e n t l e d t oher tr ial and convict ion on the trumped-UD charge of being
common scold in Washington, D. C., in 1829. Af ter th is,
aided by Mrs. Sarah Stack, she embarked on the proprietorsiiip
and editorship of a smal l independent newspaoer. She edited
the Paul Pry from December 3, 1831 to November 19, 1836, and
the Huntress from December 2, 1836 to July 24, 1858. She
advocated veto of the United States bank charter, Siinday mail,
t ranspor ta t i on , non -pa r t i san ta r i f f , sound money, co le rancefor Roman Catholic, no union of church and state, territorial
e x p a n s i o n , i n t e r n a t i o n a l i m p o r t a n c e , a n d S t a t e r i g h t s i n
s l a v e r y .

In 1848 she was awarded a pension as a widow of a
R e v o l u t i o n a r y W a r v e t e r a n b u t i t v / a s s o s m a l l t h a t s h e w a s
m i s e r a b l y - o o o r . S h e d i e d a t h e r h o m e o n B S t r e e t w h e r e t h e


