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O t h e r P o i n t s o f I n t e r e s t :

L A D I E S R E S T R O O M

Jeff spent much more time on the ladies' restroom
than on the men's. He was fond of women, loved to

dance weekly at the Sons of Herman hall, but had little
time for them since most of his time was devoted to

his obsession, The Orange Show. Jeff's sister Winnie
Coleman remembered that Jeff asked a woman for

her hand in marriage and was turned down, and he
never tried again. When he was older, he fancied that
the men in the neighborhood of The Orange Show
were afraid they would die and that he would try to
steal their wives. Jeff's favorite quote about marriage
was made by Helen Rowland, Marriage is lil<e twirling
a baton, turning handsprings, or eating with chop-
sticl<s. It looks easy until you try it.

" C O N F I C I O U S " M O S A I C

A statue of Confucious once stood here, but regard
less of the number of times it has been replace over
the years, it remains a favorite target of vandals. The
kids were trying to steal it, but once they broke it off
they didn't want it. Jeff put a cable around it, anchored
down do they wouldn't take it, but to no avail. This still

proves to be a never ending battle.

T H E O B E L I S K

The obelisk once graced the Texas State Hotel in
downtown Houston. Jeff said they gave it to him
because they were afraid that it would fall down and
h u r t s o m e o n e . H e c o n v e r t e d i t i n t o a m o n u m e n t t o

orange growers. It cost him $42, but he said it would
cost architects and builders hundreds of dollars if they
tried to make the same thing themselves.

G I F T S H O P

Jeff intended to sell the perfect juicer at the gift shop,

but could never come up with a design that completely
s a t i s Þ e d h i m .

T I L E S O F A U T O M O B I L E S

Then here, see on this tile how automobiles looked
around 1900's. Some of the Þrst automobiles made.

T H E M U S E U M

Jeff believed the cure to all life's ills was contained in

his philosophy of hard work, good health, and the fruit
the orange. The Museum embodies these concepts, in
a whimsical, and at times confusing fashion.

The ceiling supports were replaced in 1989. Much to
the amusement of the restoration crew, they discov
ered that Jeff had not totally Þlled the display with con
crete, but had only covered the surface and under this
layer of concrete were rusted paint cans, his old steer
ing wheel and his license plate. (Jeff gave up driving
after he was in a minor accident. He was deadly afraid
that the owners of the car were going to sue him. He
never drove again, relying on his bike for transporta
tion purposes.)

Jeff loved concrete and often used it inappropriately.
He used it as insulation in the walls of his house. This

structure was located catty-corner from The Orange
Show, but had to be demolished after Jeff's death.

T H E F R O G A N D C H U R N

See this churn? I bought it up in Hot Springs,
Arkansas, for thirty Þve dollars. I got a frog that is going
to be a happy frog, don't you see? It' for the kids, the
children. You gotta have something for everyone.

T H E B R I D E

In an interview made shortly after Jeff put up the sign:
"Purity. The orange is absolutely pure..." Jeff said, I'm
going to have another mannequin standing by that sign.
She'll be dressed up as a bride, representing purity.
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T H E C L O W N

Jeff wanted both clowns to be in the fv luseum but he ran

out of room.

I N D I A N

Jeff bought this Indian in Cleveland, Texas for $100. He
had this to say about the somewhat puzzling story that
accompanies this exhibit, Ain't that something?

S C A R E C R O W

Jeff intended to have one bird on top of the Scarecrow and
a lot of little birds ßying away because they were scared.

B L A C K S M I T H S H O P

Apparently a mannequin representing a blacksmith
appeared in this exhibit. There is a possibility it may have
been so badly damaged by vandals that it had to be
removed. Jeff often had trouble with vandals (note the
deer head). Once threes kids from down the street broke
in and vandalized the museum. I bawled them out, but I
didn't say nothing to the parents. Ain't no use to worry
them. I wouldn't get it back and the kids are worried to
death already.

W O O D M A N

This mannequin was a golfer. Note: No matter how unre
lated, Jeff tenaciously related everything back to his point
of all references, the orange.

D E E R H E A D S

Jeff paid $1 GO a piece for these. The deer head on the left
was badly damaged, and Jeff repaired it after a fashion.
Note the the pingpong ball as a replacement for the eye.

O R A N G E T R E E S

These were purchased at Sears and Roebuck for $10
each in 1969 .

L A M P S

These wheels were part of a WWI ammunition carriage
and were purchased from a Colonial in Lufkin, Texas.

THE BODY IS A COMPLEX CHEMICAL PLANT. . .

Jeff felt as though the body was "a marvelous
machine" having the capacity to repair itself. He
believed the most essential element to repair the body
was protein. And that even the most sickly and run
down individual could make a new person of themself
in a year (sic) time by eating the proper and essential
f o o d s .

T H E M A P

N o t e t h e a b b r e v i a t i o n o f t h e w o r d A r i z o n a . E v e n

thought Jeff McKissack was a highly intelligent man,
with a degree in Commerce from Mercer University,
and graduate credit from Columbia in New York, his
spelling often verged on the creative.

T H E C L O W N

Jeff bought this clown at a display store for $60. As a
rule, Jeff never hesitated in letting you know how
much he paid for things. In fact, he derived a great
deal of pleasure in releasing this sort of information.

T H E O A S I S

Jeff fully understood the necessity of providing the
body with vitamins, especially Vitamin 0, since Vitamin
C is considered... an important agent in assisting the
cells to "breathe" the oxygen brought to them by the
b l o o d s t r e a m , J e f f b u i l t t h e o a s i s s o t h a t v i s i t o r s t o T h e

Orange Show could drink orange juice and obtain their
daily vitamin C requirements.
Jeff paid $90 for the water fountain. He found it at a
roadside stand 9 miles north of Lufkin at a place called
L a n i e r o n t h e M o u n t a i n s .

S A N T A ' S S O N

Jeff found this Santa at the now defunct 11 th and 6th

Diner. He took the beard off and decided he looked

like a teenager, a little bitty young boy, so I called him
S a n t a ' s S o n .
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