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Mr. Seymour Rosen, Director
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SPACES

1804 North Van Ness

Los Angeles, CA 90028

Dear Mr. Rosen and Ms Gibbs:

Thank you for your letter of August 5, 1986, concerning folk art sites in
Arizona and the Sunnyslope Rock Garden in particular. Your interest in the
National Register of Historic Places is appreciated.

Our own efforts to preserve folk art sites are often hampered by the National
Register age criteria, which generally require a property to be at least fifty
years old before it is considered eligible for inclusion in the list. Many folk

art sites do not fall within this fifty-year limitation. Nonetheless, we do
recognize the historic and aesthetic values of these sites and support efforts to
preserve them.

In answer to your questions, Arizona does have a form to place sites on our
state inventory. | have enclosed a form and instructions for filling it out. We
also have a newsletter and | have placed your organization on our mailing list.

| am curious about the three other folk art sites identified in Arizona, in
addition to the Sunnyslope Rock Garden. | have enclosed extra inventory
forms for these other sites and would appreciate it if you could complete them.
The inventory form is the first step in the preservation process.

You might wish to correct Ms. Blake's address for your files. Her address at
10023 N. 13th Place is in Phoenix, not Tucson.

Good luck in your efforts. | am looking forward to receiving inventory forms
for the four identified folk art sites in Arizona. If | can answer any additional
questions, please do not hesitate to call.

Sincerely, 7 /
Topllo 2./t
Douglas E. Kupel '
Historian

for Donna J. Schober
State Historic Preservation Officer

enclosures
cc: Ms. Marion Blake (w/enclosures)
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THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

The National Register of Historic Places was established by the
Historic Sites Act of 1935 and expanded by the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966, as amended in 1980. It is the Nation's
official 1isting of prehistoric and historic properties worthy of
preservation. It affords recognition and protection for districts,
sites, buildings, structures, and objects significant in American
history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, and culture. This
significance can be at the local, state, or national level. The
National Register serves both as a planning tool and as a means of -
identifying buildings, sites, and districts that are of special
significance to a community and worthy of preservation.

WHAT THE NATIONAL REGISTER DOES

Listing of a building, site, or district affords i1t a certain pres-
tige which can enhance the value of the property and raise community
awareness and pride.

Income-producing (depreciable) properties which are 1isted in the

National Register may be aided by the tax incentive provisions of

the Tax Reform Act of 1976 and Economic Recovery Act of 1981 which
encourage rehabilitation and discourage demolition. ‘

In Arizona the Arizona State Historic Preservation Act of 1982
authorizes a 5% reduction in property tax assessment for non-income
producing structures listed on the National Register.

Listing in the National Register provides a measure of protection
from demolition or other negative impact by federally funded or
licensed projects through comment by the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation as stated in Section 106 of the National Historic Pres-
ervation Act of 1966 and Executive Order 11593. A stewardship and
management program of state owned properties outlined in the Arizona
State Historic Preservation Act of 1982 has established a similar
review process for state agencies. This review procedure is part of
the planning process for all federal and state assisted projects.

WHAT THE NATIONAL REGISTER DOES NOT DO

It does not prevent the owner of listed property from remodeling,
repairing, altering, selling, or even demolishing a building listed
in the National Register with other than federal or state funds.

It also does not obligate an owner to make any repairs or improve-
ments to the property. Owners of income-producing (depreciable)
property may not be able to deduct the cost of demolition.

It does not prevent the use of city or private funds for demolition
or other adverse effect to a property listed on the National Register.

It does not provide assurance that a federal or state project cannot
adversely affect a listed property under any circumstance. It only

assures a federal/state-level review of all federal/state-funded or

licensed projects which may have an adverse effect.
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Criteria for Evaluation

The following criteria are designed to guide the States, Federal agencies, local
governments, the public and the Secretary of the Interior in evaluating potential entries
(other than areas of the National Park System and National Historic Landmarks) for the
National Register.

The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archeology, engineering
and culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association,
and:

A. that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history; or

B. that are associated with the lives of persons significant in our pest; or

C. that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic
values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction; or

D. that have vielded, or may be likely to yield, informeation important in prehistory or

: history.

Ordinarily cemeteries, birthplaces, or graves of historical figures, properties owned by
religious institutions or used for religious purposes, structures that have been moved
from their original locations, reconstructed historic buildings, properties primarily
commemorative in nature, and properties that have achieved significance within the pest
50 vears shell not be considered eligible for the National Register. However, such
properties will qualify if they are integrel parts of districts that do meet the criteria or
if they fall within the following categories:

A. . - areligious property deriving primery significance from architectural or artistic
distinetion or historical importance; or

B. a building or structure removed from its original location but which is significant
primarily for architectural value, or which is the surviving structure most
importantly associated with a historic person or event; or

C. a birthplace or grave of a historicsal figure of outstanding importance if there is no
other appropriate site or building directly essociated with his productive life; or

D. a cemetery that derives its primary significance from graves of persons of
transcendent importance, from age, from distinctive design features, or from
association with historie events; or .

E. a reconstructed building when accurately executed in a suitable environment and
presented in & dignified manner as pert of a restoration master plan, and when no
other building or structure with the same association has survived; or

F. a property primarily commemorative in intent if design, age, tradition, or
symbolie value has invested it with its own historical significance; or

G. a property achieving significance within the past 50 vears.if it is of exceptional
importance.
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HOW TO COMPLETE THE ARIZONA STATE HISTORIC PROPERTY-INVENTORY FORM

The Arizona State Inventory of Historic Places is a listing of properties
with potential historic, architectural, engineering, archaeological, and/or
cultural significance. Most of the buildings, districts, sites, structures,
and objects included in the Inventory are there due to the efforts of
interested citizens. If you own or know of a property which you think should
be on the Inventory, you will need to supply some basic information and
photoaraphs describing and illustratina the property you are nominating.
This information should be recorded on the Arizona State Historic Property
Inventory Form and sent to the Arizona State Historic Preservation Office,
Arizona State Parks Board, 1688 West Adams, Phoenix, Arizona 85007. The
followina auidelines have been prepared as an aid to your research and to
make the Inventory Form most gffective.

Completion of the Inventory Form will be easier and more useful if you -
remember that the people who refer to your finished form may have never
heard of or seen that particular property. Your task is to identify, locete,
describe, and discuss the sianificance of a property so that a visitor could

find it and have an idea of its value. Three simple rules will produce a

form which accomplishes this purpose in a clear and factual manner.

1. Fill out the Inventory Form so others can read it. Use a type-
writer if you have one; if not, write or print legibly. Pay
special attention to names, dates, technical terms, addresses,
Jegal descriptions, and references. - Check for-errors.

2. Write desciptions and statements of sianificance so that others
will understand exactly what you mean. This is easiest done if
you write in complete sentences and choose your words with care.

3. Provide as many facfs as you are able to. Vhen no documentation
or support is available, mention that the information may be in
error or is speculative. Indicate where or from whom you got
your information.’






