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History of the Valley of the Moon ^

Val ley of the Moon is a fantasy-fa i ry l .^nd designed to st imu
late and entertain the imaginations of children in all age groups.
O p e n i n g i n 1 9 3 2 f Va l l e y o f t h e M o o n d e l i g h t e d Tu c s o n r e s i d e n t s f o r
o v e r t h i r t y y e a r s b e f o r e c l o s i n g i n 1 9 6 3 . Va l l e y o f t h e M o o n i s
now being restored under the auspices of Valley of the Moon Restor- ̂
ation Association, a non-profit organization devoted to the re-open-
i n g o f t h i s f a n t a s y l a n d .

The history of the Valley of the Moon is also^to a large extent^
the history of one man, George Phar Legler, Acquiring the land upon
which Valley of the Moon Is situated as a gift in I9I6, George Leglar
spent over fi f teen years const ruct ing h is dream before opening to the
publ ic . The main goa l o f h is pro jec t was to prov ide f ree access to
the peace, quiet and relaxat ion found at Val ley of the Moon, as wel l
as to c reate an exc i t ing and in format ive a tmosphere for ch i ld ren,
Including the development of folklore and magic shows.

In the 19^0*s Valley of the Moon Memorial Association was founded
in order to maintain and add to Valley of the Moon's fascinating
co l lec t ion o f towers , caves, poo ls ?^nd min ia ture scenes. The i r work
i s ev iden t i n the Va l ley o f the Moon 's ab i l i t y to b lend in w i th the
desert vegetation and wildl i fe, an abil i ty due largely to its "non
professional" construction. It was in this early period that George
Leglor initiated plans for tours and magic shows which eventually
were seen by thousands of Tucsonans. These first tours were guided
through Valley of the Moon by the mysterious Mountain Gnome (Legler)
whose stor ies and magic displays capt ivated his audiences.

In 19^8, Legler started keeping and training wild and domestic
animals at Valley of the Moon. This hobby blossumed in I950 into
the development of a trained rabbit show, whose success was witness
ed throughout the Southwest, This added dimension to Valley of the
Moon^served to aqualnt youngsters and adults alike with Arizona's
wild and domestic animals. In I953t Life Magazine presented a pic
torial essay on Valley of the Moon. Many other national and local
m a g a z i n e s a n d n e w s p a p e r s h a v e p r i n t e d a r t i c l e s .



Perhaps the most unique and irr.Dortant: characterist ic of Val ley
of the Moon which has been evident throufrhout i ts existence, is i ts
ph i losophy. In over th i r t y years o f pu t t i ng on tou rs and raag ic
e x h i b i t i o n s , n o f e e s w e r e c h a r g e d . D o n a t i o n s w e r e a s k e d f o r i n o r
der to keep up the land and vegetat ion. George Legler 's goal of
giving happiness to people did not correlate with a money-making
o p e r a t i o n . T h e c h a n c e t h a t V a l l e y o f t h e M o o n m i ^ r h t m a k e a b e t t e r

p e r s o n o u t o f a y o u n g c h i l d w a s e n o u g h r e w a r d f o r L e g l e r.
I t was in part due to lack of money and in part to Legler 's

i nab i l i t y t o ma in ta i n such a l a rge ope ra t i on , t ha t Va l l ey o f t he
Moon closed down in I963. Today, under the direction of George Legler,
w h o i s p r e s e n t l y e i g h t y - n i n e y e a r s o f a g e , Va l l e y o f t h e M o o n R e s t o r
a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n h o p e s t o r e s t o r e , r e b u i l d a n d r e - v i t a l i z e Va l l e y
of the Moon and the philosophy behind it . Once again, Tucsonans
w i l l b e a b l e t o e s c a p e t h e h a r s h r e a l i t y o f t h e i r w o r l d a n d v e n t u r e
in to ano ther wor ld , tha t o f fan tasy, George Leg le r, and Va l ley o f
t h e M o o n .
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