
May 5, 1977

Mr. Aai 'on Gallup
C a l i f o r n i a S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f fi c e
P. 0 . B o x 2 3 9 0
S a c r a m e n t o , C a l i f o r n i a 9 5 8 11

Dear Mr, Gal lup:

In recent years the Forestiere Underground Gardens has been besieged vdth one
in t rus ion a f te r another. Fend ing o f f encroachments has not a lways been suc
c e s s f u l . I n r e c e n t m o n t h s f u r t h e r e n c r o a c h m e n t s o f w a t e r e a s e m e n t s a n d w e l l -
s i te loca t ion on the Gardens premises were aver ted . However, i t has jus t
come to my attention that a deep well (in excess of 500') is proposed on ad-
joing property - less than 300' from the Gardens property line. Two test
pilot holes were drilled as part of a federally funded project together with
a loan from the Farm Home Administration for the Highway City Community
Serv ice D is t r i c t - an un incorpora ted a rea in Fresno County, There a re no
w e l l s o f s u c h g r e a t d e p t h i n e x i s t e n c e i n t h e a r e a . I t i s n o t d i f fi c u l t t o
conclude the end resul ts. Even in normal t imes, such a deep wel l ivould dis
tu rb the ba lance tha t now ex is ts . Wi th the drought we are exper ienc ing ,
such a deep well would definitely syphon dry the two wells on the Gardens
p r e m i s e s .

The s ign ificance of an adequate shal low underground water supply is inher
ent to the h is to ry, charac ter and concept o f the Gardens. The concept o f the
s e l f - s u f fi c i e n c e o f t h e p r o p o s e d h i s t o r i c s i t e i s b e i n g t h r e a t e n e d . T h e
significance of such water to the Gardens for the past 70 some odd years wi l l
b e i m p a i r e d . T h e c o n c e p t o f m a n s r e c o n c i l i a t i o n t o h i s e n v i r o n m e n t a s e x
empl ified by Baldasare Forest iere in creat ing h is Underground Gardens would
b e e f f e c t e d .

At the present t ime the water needs of the neighborhood is being serviced by
a pr ivate water system, perhaps, in need of be ing updated, but not a t the r isk
o f dep le t i ng t he sha l l ow unde rg round wa te r supp l y. O the r a l t e rna t i ves f o r t he
water needs of the small surrounding neighborhood (a great part of \^ich was
once part of the Gardens) have not been adequately explored, A slight delay
for an impact review would cause no undue hardship and would present no danger
t o e i t h e r l i f e , h e a l t h o r p r o p e r t y, A d e l a y i n t h e r e p l a c e m e n t o f o n e w a t e r
system for another in the same neighborhood would not even be an inconvenience,
A decis ion to the contrary would produce adverse resul ts®

We ask fo r you r he lp i n cons ide r ing l ess d ras t i c a l t e rna t i ves . We d i scussed
t h e s e c o n c e r n s w i t h N i n a L i s t o n f r o m t h e N a t i o n a l T r u s t O f fi c e e a r l i e r i n t h e
w e e k ^ P l e a s e a d v i s e , , . . i s i t h o p e l e s s ? ? ?

S i n c e r e l y ,

Rick Forestier^
5021 Wo Shaw Ave«
Fresno, Cao 93711


