
I U N I V E R S I T Y O F C A L I F O R N I A

M E D I C A L S C H O O L

D I V I S I O N O P A N A T O M Y

B E R K E L E Y

A p r i l 1 2 , 1 9 4 0

M r « A r t h u r B e a l
20 «Jones Street
S a n F r a n c i s c o , C a l i f o r n i a

% dear Mr» Beal:

Yo u r l e t t e r o f M a r c h 2 4 t h h a s b e e n r e f e r r e d
to the D iv is ion o f Anatomy for rep ly*

'.Vhereas we very much commend your desire to
a i d s c i e n c e , i t s h o u l d b e u n d e r s t o o d t h a t t h e r i g h t o f
disposal of one's body after death does not belong to
t h a t i n d i v i d u a l , n o r c a n h e w i l l i t o r s e l l i t t o a n y
institution, "^he boc^ becomes the property of the next
o f k i n , and fa i l i ng t hese to t he nex t o f k i n a f t e r, and
so on* Common law practice decrees that the nearest of
k in have the author i ty to d ispose of the remains of
r e l a t i v e s a f t e r d e a t h * I t i s v e r y d i f fi c u l t , i n d e e d ,
to obta in a miver o f surh r igh ts •

I th ink you should understand, a lso that
i t i s i l l e g a l f o r a n y p e r s o n t o s e l l h i s b o c ^ , s i n c e
af ter death i t does not belong to h im- ' 'e never accept
any mater ia l of th is order whatsoever, under any condi
t ions* Nor do we know o f any ins t i tu t ion wh ich w i l l
accept human material on purchase*

Ve r y t r u l y y o u r s ,

p i t

J* B. deC* M* Saunders,
Professor of Anatomy and

C h a i r m a n o f t h e D i v i s i o n

J B d e C M S : K K

Dictated by Dr* Sauaders and signed by his request


