
A R T H U R H A R O L D B E A L : A P I O N E E R I N G F I G U R E O F T H E

WESTERN SECTION OF CAMBRIA PINES, CALIFORNIA

Imag ine fo r a moment tha t you a re s tand ing i n
t h e W e s t e r n S e c t i o n o f C a m b r i a P i n e s c i r c a 1 9 2 0 ' s .
T h e a r e a a r o u n d y o u i s a v i r t u a l w i l d e r n e s s .
B e l o w , i n S a n t a R o s a C r e e k , s a l m o n a n d s t e e l h e a d
s p a w n . E a g l e s o c c a s i o n a l l y fl y o v e r h e a d . T h e
condor soars higher above. Deer wander through the
c o a s t a l p i n e f o r e s t s .
This was the world Art Beal entered. He began
b u i l d i n g h i s m u l t i - l e v e l h i l l s i d e r e s i d e n c e i n 1 9 2 8 .
A small cabin on the north-west side of the property served as shelter
dur ing the ear ly const ruc t ion phases. F i rs t the foot ings for the b ig
house were excavated into the rocky hi l lside. Next came the sol idly
c o n s t r u c t e d f o u n d a t i o n o f t u m b l e d b o u l d e r s a n d m o r t a r . T h e n a t u r a l
t o p o g r a p h y w a s s c u l p t e d a n d t e r r a c e d a n d p l a n t e d w i t h fl o w e r s , v e g i t a b l e s ,
herbs, etc. Three springs on the propoerty were developed into a unique
w a t e r i n g s y s t e m . P i p e h a n d r a i l s w h i c h r u n a l o n g t h e m e a n d e r i n g s t a i r w a y s
also carry water to the gardens. Some of the rai l ings actual ly have t iny
h o l e s d r i l l e d i n t h e m t o p r o d u c e s p r i n k l e r s .
O n e a s p e c t o f A r t ' s N a t i v e A m e r i c a n h e r i t a g e i s e v i d e n t I n t h i s e a r l i e s t
p h a s e o f d e v e l o p m e n t . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e S m i t h s o n i a n I n s t i t u t e , t h e K l a m a t h
I n d i a n s o f S o u t h e r n O r e g o n , t r a d i t i o n a l l y e x c a v a t e t h e i r s h e l t e r s f r o m
t h e e a r t h . T h e a b o v e g r o u n d s t r u c t u r e i s d e s c r i b e d a s c o n i c a l i n s h a p e
a s s e m b l e d a r o u n d a s i n g l e r i d g e p o l e . T h e f o u n d a t i o n o f A r t ' s h o m e i s a n
a d a p t a t i o n o f t r a d i t i o n a l K l a m a t h d e s i g n . A s A r t c o n t i n u e d t o b u i l d , t h e
upper s to r i es o f t he house took on wha t m igh t bes t be desc r i bed as a b lend
of western ranch house and Victorian design, common thourghout California.
B a s i c h u m a n s u r v i v a l d i c t a t e s a n a w a r e n e s s o f t h r e e b a s i c n e e d s : s h e l t e r ,
f ood , c lo th ing—in tha t o rde r. A r t had h i s p r io r i t i es i n o rde r. W i th
shelter established, food resources were developed. One unique feature of
Art 's home is a system for cooling and preserving fresh foods. Rising
a l o n g t h e r o c k f a c e o f t h e h i l l s i d e , i n s i d e t h e h o u s e , i s a c i r c u l a r
s ta i rway f rom the lower level to the k i tchen. Cool a i r t ravels through the
p a s s a g e w a y, c o o l i n g a n d p r e s e r v i n g f o o d i t e m s . T h e t h i r d i t e m — c l o t h i n g -
w a s o f t e n o p t i o n a l i n t h e w i l d e r n e s s d a y s o f C a m b r i a P i n e s ( t h i s b e c a m e
t h e o r i g i n o f o n e o f A r t ' s m a n y n i c k n a m e s . C h i e f R u n F a s t ) .
N i t t W i t t R i d g e , a s A r t ' s h o m e h a s b e e n d u b b e d , i s a b l e n d o f c u l t u r e s
and archi tecural s ty les. I t represents an example of p ioneer ing pract ices
b y u t i l i z i n g f o u n d i t e m s a s b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s ( s h e l l s , r o c k s , e t c . ) . S o m e
o f t h e s e f o u n d a n d r e c y c l e d i t e m s c a m e f r o m t h e c o n s t u c t i o n o f W i l l i a m
Rando lph Hea rs t ' s es ta te known as Hea rs t ' s Cas t l e whe re A r t wo rked a t
v a r i o u s t i m e s . O t h e r d i s c a r d s c a m e f r o m l o c a l d u m p s . L o n g b e f o r e r e c y c l i n g
was popu la r i zed and pa r t i a l sub te r ranean homes we re t he rage . A r t Bea l had
imp lemen ted t he t echn iques .
N i t t W i t t R i d g e i s b u t o n l y o n e a s p e c t o f t h e c o m p l e x h u m a n b e i n g . A r t B e a l .
Ove r t he 92 yea rs o f h i s l i f e (bo rn June 26 , 1896 ) A r t has been a merchan t
s e a m a n o n s q u a r e r i g g e d s a i l i n g v e s s e l s , a v a u d v i l l i a n , a m a r a t h o n s w i m m e r
(once hav ing made the " imposs ib le " Oak land to San Franc isco swim across
t h e B a y ) , a c h e f , d u r i n g Wo r l d Wa r I I h e c h a u f f e u r e d G . I . ' s a r o u n d t h e
c e n t r a l c o a s t b y b u s , a p o e t a n d s o n g w r i t e r .
A r t B e a l i s c o n s i d e r e d b y m a n y t o b e a l i v i n g t r e a s u r e . O v e r t h e y e a r s , h e
has en ter ta ined thousands. He has been fea tured in many books , magaz ines
a n d a p p e a r e d n u m b e r o u s t i m e s o n t e l e v i s i o n . H e ' s k n o w n g r e a t s c i e n t i s t ,
r u b b e d e l b o w s w i t h s h o w b u s i n e s s c e l e b r i t i e s a n d e v e n e n t e r t a i n e d c h i l d r e n
a s S a n t a C l a u s ( w i t h a r e a l b e a r d ) . Ye t , h e e x e m p l i fi e s e v e r y m a n .
I f y o u v i s i t N i t t W i t t R i d g e , r e a l i z e t h i s i s A r t ' s h o m e . P l e a s e r e s p e c t i t .
F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n o n h o w y o u c a n s u p p o r t e f f o r t s t o s t a b i l i z e a n d p r e s e r v e
N i t t W i t t R i d g e p l e a s e c o n t a c t : A r t B e a l F o u n d a t i o n I n c . , P . O . B o x 5 7 1 ,
San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 or phone 805-543-2248 or 805-927-3581.
T h e A r t B e a l F o u n d a t i o n h a s p r e p a r e d a p e r s p e c t u s f o r t h e r e p a i r s n e e d e d
a t N i t t W i t t R i d g e . Tw o c o p i e s a r e a v a i l a b l e a t t h e C a m b r i a P u b l i c L i b r a r y.
N i t t W i t t R i d g e i s C a l i f o r n i a H i s t o r i c a l L a n d m a r k N o . 9 3 9 .
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