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J a n u a r y 1 6 , 1 9 7 7

D r . L i n u B P a u l i n g
2 7 0 0 S a n d H i l l R o a d
M e n l o P a r k C A 9 4 0 2 5

D e a r D r . P a u l i n g i

A l t h o u g h X d o u b t y o u w i l l r e c o l l e c t s u c h a s m a l l i n c i d e n t , I
s p o k e t o y o u o n t h e p h o n e l a s t S e p t e m b e r o n b e h a l f o f t h e
O r e g o n i a n s f o r N u c l e a r S a f e g u a r d s g r o u p . A t t h a t t i m e , I
m e n t i o n e d i n p a s s i n g t h a t I w a s a l s o w o r k i n g o n t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n
o f A r t S e a l ' s p l a c e . I ' d l i k e t o fi l l y o u i n o n v S i a t w e a r e
d o i n g .

Tw o y e a r s a g o , a s m a l l g r o u p o f l o c a l p e o p l e d e c i d e d t o t a k e
s t e p s t o i A n s u r e t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n a n d p r o t e c t i o n o f N i t w i t
R i d g e i n C a m b r i a p i n e s , C A , t h e c r e a t i o n o f o n e A r t S e a l .
To d a y t h a t d r e a m i s b e c o m i n g a r e a l i t y.

T h e p r o p e r t y o f N i t w i t R i d g e h a s b e e n r e s t o r e d t o i t s
r i g h t f u l o w n e r ( A r t B e s i l ) , w h o i n t u r n d e e d e d i t t o t h e
n o n - p r o fi t A r t H e a l F o u n d a t i o n i n J a n u a r y , 1 9 7 6 . ( A r t
h a i s b e e n s q u a t t i n g o n h i s o w n l a n d s i n c e 1 9 6 2 , w h e n h e
deeded the p rope r t y a^way unde r t he m is takened impress ion
that the deed was a secur i ty instrument for a loan. When
he went to pay back the loan, the putative owner denied
a n y s u c h a r r a n g e m e n t . ) A r t ' s r e a s o n s f o r d e e d i n g t h e
l a n d t o t h e F o u n d a t i o n a r e t o i n s u r e t h a t h i s c r e a t i o n i s
not bulldozed down once he is gone, and to prevent any
ind i v i dua l f r om p rofi t i ng t h rough t he owne rsh ip o r sa le
of the land. (As you no doxibt know, land speculat ion is
fie rce i n Cambr ia r i gh t now. ) A r t Bea l h imse l f has a
life estate in the propexty and no longer has to worry
about being evicted, paying cent or paying property taxes.

A fund- ra iser in Apr i l . , 1975, ra ised $1 ,003.76 , enough to
be^;^ the legal battles which culminated. in an out-of-co\'art
se t t lement o f $2,500. , Another fund- ra iser is p f t tnned fo>r
th is Feb . 20 . I t s e ven ts inc lude mus ic , a N i tw i t R idge
film, a "Junk into F^eauty" art contest and a raffle. We
hope to clear betwe.en $1,000 and $2,000. Total money owed
by the Foundation at this point is $3,624. ($2,024. in
back and present 'caxes, and $1,600. in personal no-interesV:
loans tha t were r^ade by two ind iv idua ls fo r the ou t -o f -cour t
s e t t l e m e n t ) .



p a g e t w o

! I<he Art Beal Foundat ion i tse l f is in the process of get t ing
i t s F e d e r a l a n d S t a t e t a x - e x e o ^ s t a t u s * J i m D u e n o w a n d
Dave F i t rPa t r i ck o f Duenow« Bu rke and Smi th o f SLO a re
donatingtUheir t ime and legal services« Which means the
p r o c e s s i s a l i t t l e m o r e l e i s u r e l y t h a n u s u a l * A r t i c l e s
of incorporat ion and the Bylaws have been fi led wi th the
S e c r e t a r y o f s t a t e ( A r t i c l e s a r e e n c l o s e d ) *

N O W w e a r e a t t h e p o i n t o f p u t t i n g t o g e t h e r t h e a s s o c i a t e
m e m b e r s h i p f o r t h e F o u n d a t i o n ^ a s c a l l e d f o r i n t h e B y l a w s *
I t w i l l b e c o m p r i s e d o f a s e l e c t n u n b e r o f p e o p l e o f s o m e
standing and stabil ity in the community Who also know and
r e s p e c t A r t B e a l a n d t h e c r e a t i o n h e h a s l a b o r e d o n f o r
o v e r 4 0 y e a r s *

We would very mucfh l ike for you, or your wife, or both* to
be associate manbers* The posi t ion is honorary and advisory
o n l y * I t d o e s n o t e n t a i l v o t i n g o r a t t e n d i n g m e e t i n g s *
I t does require a contr ibut ion, as st ipulated in Art ic le I I ,
Section 3 of the Bylaws, \di ich we have set at $100* This
is a one«-t ime fee cmly, and it wi l l go toward the $3,624*
i n d O b t s o m t i o n e d e a r l i e r *

Assoc ia te menbers w i l l r ece i ve regu la r fisca l repo r t s and
n e w s l e t t e r s o n t h e F o u n d a t i o n ' s b u s i n e s s * T h e y w i l l a l s o
be contac ted on a regu lar bas is fo r the i r va lued op in ions
a n d i n p u t i n t o t h e Fo u n d a t i o n ' s p ro j e c t s a n d p r i o r i t i e s *

Please let us know soon of your decision* We hope^ou -
will join us in preserving Nitwit Ridge, surely one of
t h e m o s t o r i g i n a l a r t i s t i c s t a t e m e n t s o n t h e W e s t C o a s t *

I«za sure that Art would want me to pass along his hellos
and best wishes* He always speaks of you as "one of the
finest men I 've ever met" , and Mrs* Paul ing as " that
g rac ious l ady " *

I 'm enc los ing mater ia ls about N i tw i t R idge and the
F o u n d a t i o n ; i f y o u ' d l i k e m o r e d e t a i l , p l e a s e c a l l u s
a t 8 0 5 / S 4 3 - 1 0 2 1 *

C o r d i a l l y ,

V i d k i l i e < » i
C o « > F o u n d e r s , I
The Aac t Bea l Foundat ion

J o h n F i t s R a n d o l p h


