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^ hsmng the CaB3>rla pines in San Luis; Gbispo ebontp lives Art Seal#

a 78«pear«»old !ial£-*Klaaiath Indian nho has spent his l i fe huildii is an

arbh i tee ta ra l l ove -poara o f s tone , she l l s , flo tsam, je tsam, and johk

f r o m l i f e ' s t r a v e l s ,

Clinsing and flowing inpmihablp down a slope known looallp as
V \ a n J ^ u m t

'Nitwit Ridge**, Art 's cnrganie anti*-Bear8t eastle is the dreatt i^nBfeeiHa

•^aifrof an American oaiidi. Ask him ^idien he will finisih the splendid
eonfttsion of rooms and arOhes that honearcNmiih his five acres, and

**Captain n i twi t** barks, *^ever l srever l**

fhe morning sen seems to warm the bones of nitwit Ridge and its

iooBoelastie occc^ant earlier than it toaciies surrounding ridges,

YOU drive past the self^-oonseious new buildings that clot the main

streets of the village of West can̂ ^̂  up to Â  'ŝ  moltî twied
a e r i e , r i f e w i t h f u c O & s i a s , A i i m

^tfeea»fca>fi^nBreas autawilty iliniiai, puwoteaaad^^a torrent of
anteedotes, ghilosogihical bul lying, and sassy mountain-man humor,~lk9m

Art is saying,**• . .a man asked me if I'm a left«eringer\. X says
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nope* BO says are ycm a ri/^t wia^? z si^s nope* X*m tlie birB
between those two wings* PObawi He didn't taow any more than a

p ig wear in* a robber sh i r t in the ra in***

ghe only hnaan res ident of n i twi t Ridge is ar t# bnt he prefers

to 8ay»**x lire here with two old women nother S^ucth end Dame

n a t e r e i * * g l o e f n l l y a n t i c i p a t i n g v i s i t o r s * l o o h s o f b e i d . l d e r m ^ a n d
e v e n t u a l e e m i p r s h e n s i o n * A r t * s l o v e a f f a i r w i t h h i s " o l d w m c n * *

is evident in his ooneem for the earth and the things of the earth*

His own pbantasasagorioei a:eetion« hanging dizsily em a SO-degree

slopOf is nevdrbheless firmly anOhored to its site* art« an inspired

0eatH»f*tl ie«»paint8 <»igit ieer« built i t en a granite slab and designed
the masa of hulidings around the han^nme pinas« iidiOse root systcmis

a r e v i t a l t o k e e p t h e h i l l s i d e i n p l a o e * )

Long before it heesBoe fashionahlOt the old man em the ridge \
talĥ  to Fionas and ocssomiied With animals, idio responded loviUKrl̂ r \
to his sound and touch# nasturtiums, bluejays, kitt^tis, baiuuia t»ees, U
md two kinds of garlic flourish side by side# iho plant life threa* \ \
teas to obscure the fleet of ruoap«sprang ooucOies and chairs ^t Ore

scattered up and down the warren of rooms, simiirws^, and eeasnexe^

H e a l s o k n o i m t h e i n t e r c o n n e c t e d n e s s o f n a t u r e a n d a c c o r d s i t

his respect. **Yoa gotta be herel There are so man«y lit«tle thingsi*>
Ar t says , earnes t l y ges t iou la t iag w i th snu f f ^s ta ined fingers as he

strives to loake people understand What the word "ecology** really metns*

m o r e



- - • » '

V i d t e i y s t c n 3 -
- 1 ^ 2 i 2 t h 9 t £ 6 0 t

LOG 080G, Ch 93409

] ^ « w ^ o l ^ r • — f c ,
"Captain Hltiffit" is a tmtHq&tsmiy atew of oontradietioiiG* BO

lias a idLde aoso of Bnnoott Boliy peoportioiis and the hauntdiig haroa^

ridges of an anstralian aSiorigiiie* bat beaeatb the aboriginal brova
tw ihh le the b loe eyes o f a aangh ty yemig sa^» Gr i t t y yea rs o f

piecing together his gigantic^ i iq^ous sttad*»c»stle tare esade Art^s
hands and feet reseable shapeless leathery flisgers^ 'yet he can deftly

spl int a r tb in^s log or coc^ an omelet# He has the idry body of an
athlete (he oae a <^uai^^loa loiig«*distattc^ stdimr in the *36s) and the
sot t l o f a v is ionary (among h is dos ty m^Dorab i l ia yoa w i l l find five

poetry anthologies in ^diich his mchs appear) • orphaned by the 1906
San Francisoo gtahe* Art vas ^barely edncsated"* yet his ecsmnand of

t h e B n g l i s h l a n g u a g e i s r i c h l y a i l o s i v e a n d w i l d l y n a b e i a i s i t t i * B e

tabes a firm stand on semantio int^prit^ as well* '*Xt«6 birthday

annivorsary, not birttaOy#" he patiently eaplains over and over* "You
only have one birth*day«««*once y«fu*re fcictad out that door you oan*t

\

• g o b e e a t # ^ ■■ \
\
\ '

art has an Intmiss £eeliiig far West oaahrlaiKplnes, past and ipnesent.' I
One eg the a raa ' s o r ig ina l se t t l e rs ( " z eame here a f te r the fi rs t ee r *

nan fracas •>aBcld inur z— etam nest eanhrla Plnes was nothing hot

open range"), he noams the feet that rnoeh of the history of the tiey
teen Is helng Irretrlevahly lost» One of his eontlaalng fends is with

the pest offdoe, Ohe persists In landing nest eanhsls Plsss nitb ca«l>rie,

a move lAieh art blasts as "Blsrepresentetloni fraud, and emsplraeyi"

a l thengh a r t s tou t l y ma in ta ins h i s baehs lo rheod th reagh l i f e
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manberahlp in What ho calls tho "Ajax club —I work fast and leave
no ring", Children svaxm instinctively to him. One day it may be a

group of mentally retarded children, brought to Mltwit Ridge on a
field trip to shew them that different can be beautiful. Another

t ime i t man i fes ts i t se l f in hundreds o f hours o f labor and mater ia ls

Wiiich Art donates to help build a playground for the sdhool cfiildren
o f c a i d ^ r i a .

^Art is at that stage in life «ftiere age and eccentricity are a
boon, not a handicapii:iut behind the pictoresctua rac<»iteur,=ae3=Sfc
iMfirlmr^nvn 1 nhinnTrFV and plant dharmer Ilea a soBft»erer picture.
.Art is in a tragic struggle against time and circumstance, his biggest ^
battle being the encroaĉ iment of the developers. ̂

— - j | p n K ^ t t r — — 1 5 -
R e m o r s e l e s s i n t h e i r d e s i r e t o m a s t i c a t e \ ^ a t r e m a i n s o f t h e

village of West Caaibria Pines into a wonderland of kitsch, the

developers toll just below Art^ place to put up what is heralded as
a n A u t h e n t i c O l d T ^ t t s t e r n To w n . " R a c k e t e e r s a n d g a n g s t e r s f r o m L o a

Angeles, that's Who's behind it," snorts Art.'̂ ^̂ ey are beginning to
cast Govetuous eyes toward Art's piece of prime acreage, now con^lete-

ly surrounded by esqpenslve homes, ̂^̂ver mind that some of the houses
have already slipped down the steep hillsidesi as Art says, "I tried

to ta l l 'em, you got to work wi th Mother Nature, not against her.

(5)They wouldn̂ t listeni-̂ leared off the trees and now Where's their
property? -̂̂ unning downhill ̂ th each year's rains.")
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