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B e a r M r * B e a l :

your name has been recommended to me as that of a writer who deserves special
c o n s i d e r a t i o n . I a m t h e r e f o r e w r i t i n g y o u p e r s o n a l l y .

A nat ion speaks through i ts wr i te rs . What the Amer ican peop le are th ink ing
is today the vital concern of every human being on earth. And the American
peop le look to the i r wr i te rs to express the i r thoughts . Our au thors must pu t
i n t o w o r d s t h e t h i n g s t h a t a r e f e l t i n t h e h e a r t s o f t h e i r f e l l o w c o u n t r y
men. .And you, although you may be one of those who are as yet little-known -
y o u a r e o n e o f A m e r i c a ' s w r i t e r s .

I am not a writer. X envy and admire those who have the talent to write in
poem and song lyr ic the emot ions I can only feel , I feel my lack of creat ive
talent most keenly at a t ime l ike this, when there is so much to say and when
the who le wor ld Is sp i r i tua l l y hungry, hungry fo r words o f courage, beauty
a n d o o n s o l a t i o n .

I f I were a wr i te r, X wou ld supp ly tha t sp i r i tua l need . I wou ld wr i te a
song of v ic tory, words that would s t i r the hear ts of f ree men everywhere,
words of rhythm that wi l l set f ree people to marching as a unified, de
termined, inspired, irresist ible force, words that wil l help carry our
forces to the i r inev i tab le t r iumph. Such a song has not ye t been wr i t ten .
When i t is wr i t ten, the author of i t may turn out to be one who is today
completely unknown. World-wide fame and acclaim await the wr i ter of i t .

X would wr i te o f the Spi r i t o f Amer ica - what i t means to be f ree! I would
wr i te patr io t ic poems and song lyr ios; I would wr i te words of courage, words
o f c o n s o l a t i o n , w o r d s o f I n s p i r a t i o n ; I w o u l d w r i t e l o v e l y r i c s f o r s w e e t
hearts now parted} I would wri te humorous songs} I would wri te of the things
w e a r e fi g h t i n g f o r *

X a m n o t a b l e t o w r i t e s u c h p o e m s o r s o n g l y r i c s . B u t , a s a n e d i t o r , I
c e i n h a v e t h e s a t i s f a o t i o n o f c o l l e c t i n g t h e w o r k o f t a l e n t e d w r i t e r s
into a book that expresses this theme. X am compiling such a book. And
because you have been highly recommended, I should like to include some
o f y o u r w o r k i n i t .

I I n v i t e y o u t o s u b m i t f o r m y c o n s i d e r a t i o n s e v e r a l o f y o u r b e s t p o e m s o r s o n g
lyrics. Remember, they do not have to deal only with the war. Poems and lyrics
on every subject wi l l be used. You probably have several now ready. Send these
to me a t once , whatever the sub jec t , be fo re th is impor tan t oppor tun i ty s l ips
your m ind un t i l i t i s too la te . X f ray le t te r has insp i red you to wr i te on o ther
sub jec ts , submi t these la te r, bu t be fo re the fina l submiss ion da te no ted on
the pr in ted lee ifle t enc losed. Th is i s a sp lend id oppor tun i ty to have your work
published in a book where it wil l be seen and read. It may mean the beginning
o f a s u c c e s s f u l c a r e e r f o r y o u .

Yo u r s s i n c e r e l y ,

R u t h L a w r e n o e , E d i t o r

P. S . W e a r e g o i n g t o p u b l i s h i n t h i s b o o k t h e f u l l h o m e a d d r e s s o f e a c h
au thor (w i th the au thor ' s permiss ion) . Th is means tha t o ther ed i to rs , mus ic
publishers, composers and others who become interested in your work wil l be
a b l e t o w r i t e t o y o u d i r e c t l y .


