
I ^ s A n g e l e s , C a l i f o r n i a

J u l y 1 5 , 1 9 7 2 "

E g r . S i g . S i n d a ' * - > :

In the name o f the Commi t tee fo r S i i i . on Rod ia ' s Tov«ers in V.a t t s and o f

P r o f . P i i u i L a p o r t e w h o w r o t e t h e I t a ^ a n v e r s i o n o f t i i e l e t t e r w i i i c h

y o u r e c e i v e d . ' A e \ v o u l d l i k e . . . t o e x p r ' . ? f t s o u r ^ r a o s t h e a r t f e l t t h a n k s f o r

y o u r p r o m p t a n s w e r w i t h c o p i e s o f t h e d o c u m e n t s p e r t a i n i n g t o S a b t i t i m o

(Sam) Podia. Ue are very happy that you.are interested in Sabat ino

Pod ia - k i i vov /n to us as = , and tha t a lso the fami ly and o ther

c i t izens o f your communi ty have expressed the i r in terest and a j ip rova l .

T h i s l e t t e r w i l l b r i n g y o u a s m u c h i n f o r r a a t i o n a s w e h a v e a b o u t S a m .

A t t h e s a m e t i m e , w e w i l l p o i n t o u t w h a t u e w o u l d l i k e t o k n o w . ,
d i d

n e v e r c o u l d o b t a i n d a t a o f y o u n g S a b a t i n o . h ' e d o n o t k n o w a t w h a t a g e

he ernmigrated and with whor. he travelled to America. According to your

c o m m u n i c a t i o n h e w a s a b o y o f 11 y e a r s o f a g e . We h a v e n o r e c o r d s o f

h i s e a r l y d a y s i n / V m e r i c a , w h e t h e r h e w e n t t o s c h o o l o r w h e t n e r o r w h e r e

he started to work . We only know tha. some relatives of his ernmigrated

too, that h is s is ter marr ied Mr. Cal icuro whom we met in Mart inez, Cal i f .

Sam's sister had died years before we had the chance to get in touch with

t h e f a m i l y . S a m l i k e d t o t e l l v e r y e l o q u e n t l y a b o u t v a r i o u s c i t i e s i n

the United States, that lie met huffalo Bill the famous cowboy whom he ad

m i r e d , a n d a l s o t h e w r i t e r J a c k L o n d o n .
•

We know that Sam worked as a cra.ftsman in many trades and in many part.-i

o f the Uni ted States. l ie i iad t rade un ion cards in var ious pro fess ions.

H e fi n a l l y s e t t l e d i n C a l i f o r n i a i n t h e e a r l y y e a r s o f t h e c e n t u r y

a n d c i m e t o L o s A n g e l e s i n 1 9 2 0 a t t h e a g e o f a b o u t 4 2 y e a r s . H e a c q u i r e d

a t r i a n g u l a r l o t i n W a t t s a p p r o x f t A S o E a s t e r n
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suburb of Los Aui^olos, a se-ttlenient inhabited mainly by Mexicans

and colored peojile# This part ol Los Angeles is flat and plain, very

different from Los Angeles and Hollywood, the elegant districts in the

hills, the elegant city of amusement, filled with Stars and motion picture

s tud ios . For Sam th is empty lo t nex t to the ra i l road t racks was the

right place. de had the idea to build something great in honor of his

new country. -lis Towei's would'^soar up I'roin the fiat lands. He worked

53years with utmost concentration and consistency on his project. He hid
no blue prints and definite pians, but "ho had the project in his head"

The result is icnoivn as t i iu group of towers, the tal lest of which r ises to

a heigl i t of 99;2 feet, and open structure of i ron rods, re- inforced cement

which is again st rengthened by mul t i -colored mosaic of thousands of shel ls ,

broken glass bot t les, and china. Somet imes he pulver ized t l ie g lass to

spark le and g l is ten in t i ie Cal i fo rn ian sun . He used rocks and co lor fu l

s t o n e s , p a r t s o f f u r n i t u r e , p r o fi l e s , p a r t s o f s t a t u a r y a n d m i r r o r s , h e

impressed patterns in the ground floor p. ivemont and into the walls next

t o t h e i m p r e s s i o n o f l i i s t o o l s a n d a f e w i n s c r i p t i o n s w h i c h g i v e t h e d a t e

1 9 2 1 H p a l s o m o s a i c o d t h e n a m e
W e a l s o fi n d t h e n a m e h f t h e T o w e r s

i n S p a n i s h l a n g u a g e ; N n e s t r o P u e b l o , i n h o n o r o f t h e C i t y o f t h e A n g e l e s

, „ . M e x i c o n I n d i a na n d I t s S p a n i s h h e r i t a g e .

I t w a s h a r d f o r S a r a t o g e t a b u i l d i n g p e r m i t • l i e t o l d h i m s e l f t h e s t o r y
t r a v e l l e d t o S a c r a m e n t o . H i s r e p o r t s o m e t i m e s h a d a d r e a m -

h o w h e t i n ^ i l l y w e n t t o

l i k e c h a r a c t e r , r e a l i t y a n d p h a n t a s y m e l t e d t o g e t h e r .

W e d o n o t k n o w m u c h a b o u t h i s p r i v a t e l i f e , h e h a d a n i c e h o u s e , b u i l t b y

h i s o w n h a n d s a t t h e e n t r a n c e o f h i s g r o u n d s . T h i s h o u s e w a s d e s t r o y e d

b y fi r e a f t e r S a m h a d l e f t i n 1 9 5 4 . H e w a s s e v e r a l t i n e s m a r r i e d , t w o s o n s

a r e l i v i n g i n n e a r S a n F r a n c i s c o , b u u ^ h e y g r e w u p w i t | i t h e i r m o t h e r w h o

h a d l e f t S a r a / T h e s o n s d o n o t h a v e m u c h a t t a c h m e n t t o t h e f a t h e r n o r t o

h is work . Bu t the peop le o f the ae ighborhopd te l l j j l easan t s to r ies abou t
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M a n y o f i h e m c o l l e c t - e d o d d m a t e r i a l s r h i s m o s a i c a n d b r o u g h t i t t o h i n

S a m l i k e d t o t a l k a n d t e l l f a s c i n a t i n g s t o r i e s a b o u t h i s o b s e r v a t i o n s , h i s

o p i n i o n s , a b o u t h i s t o r i c a l p e o p l e , h i s c o n c e p t ' o f t h e p o l i t i c u l . d e v e l o p m e n t

o f t l x e U , S . . \ * I t i s s a i d t h a t h e l o v e d t o r o a d i n t h e e n c y c l o p e d i a

iirittancica, but he said that ho never owned one. In 1951 a film^^maker̂ '̂  hale,
a m a k e r o f h i s t o r i c a l d o c u m e n t a r y fi l m s m a d e a n e x c e l l e n t c o l o r fi l m

a t t h e s a m e t i m e h e t a l k e d t o S a m a n d m a d e a t e i p e r e c o r d i n g o f t h e i n t e r v i e w .

I , m y s e l f a n d M r s , K a t e S t e i n i t z a r c h i v a r i a n o f t h e T o w e r s , t r a n s c r i b e d

w o r d b y w o r d w h a t S a m s a i d , , w h i l e i i o w a s b u i l d i n g t h e T o w e r s , o n e c a n - s e e

h i m m o u n t i n g t h e h i g h e s t o n e , a p a i l o f c e m e n t i n l i i s h a n d . H e I x a d a s a f e t y

b e l t c l i i fi b i n g u p t o t h e i d a a g e r o u s i i e i g h t s ,

A t t h e . ( g e o f 7 5 L i n 1 9 5 4 S a m a b a a n d o i i o d h i s l i f e ' s w o r k , i l e s a i d o f t e n

t h a t h e w a n t e d t o d i e p e a c e f u l l y s u i ' r o u n d e d b y l i i s f a m i l y. H e d o n a t e d t l i e

T o w e r s t o a n e i g h b o r h o o d b o y a n d l e f t s e c r e t l y w i t h o u t l e a v i n g h i s a d d r e s s *

H e w a s t h o u g h t t o b e d e a d , b u t w h e n i n 1 9 5 9 t h e To w e r s c a m e i n t o t h e s j i o t l i g h t

o | t h e " p r e s s , h i s n e p h e w, M r. S u l l i v a n " , c a l l e d t h e n e w s p a p e r e d i t o r b y p h o n e

a n d r e p o r t e d S a r a t o b e s o u n d a l i v e i n M a r t i n e x C a l i f o r n i a . H e l i v e d a l o n e

b u t n o t f a r a w a y f r o m h i s n o j i l i e w F r a n k S u l l i v a n w h o w a s m a n a g e r o f a g r e a t

f o o d m a r k e t i n M a r t i n e z , I l i s s i s t e r , M r s C a l i c u r a ? V t ' e d o n o t k n o w w h e t J i e r

h i s s i s t e r M r s . C a l i c u r o w a s a l i v e w h e n S a m a r r i v e d . i n M a r i t n e z , b u t m e m b e r s

o f t h e c o m m i t t e e v i s i t e d M r , C a l i c u r a i n h i s h o u s e , H e w a s n o t i n v e r y g o o d

t e r m s w i t h - S a m , T l i e y u s e d t o q u . i r r e l a b o u t t r i v i a •

T h e To w e r s s t o o d . a b a n d o n e d . ' . t e h a v e t o g o b . i c k i n o u r n a r r a t i o n t o t h e y e a r •
a r t i s t s - p h o u o f r a p h e r s , H i l l C a r r w r i g h t 8 c N i c h o l a s K i n

• f r x - - r 1 9 5 9 w h e n t w o y o u n g j o u r n a l i s t s f i l m m a k e r a n d a n a r t i s t c a m e r e d i s c o v e r e

\ t h e t h e Wa t t s To w e r s , S a m ' s To w e r s i n Wa t t s , a b a n d o n e d a n d n e g l e c t e d .

Came to Wa t t s on a repo r tage tou r - t hey saw the abandoned Towers neg lec ted .
C h i l d r e n r u i n e d t l i e m o s a i c s r a t h e r d e s t r u c t i v e l y , t h e r e w a s n o s u p e r v i s i o n

f h e y s a w t h e r u i n s o f S a m ' s o w n h o u s e w h i c h w a s b u r n t t o t l i e g r o u n d b y a c c i

d e n t o f s a b o t a g e .
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To tell a long «tory short, they v;ero so much impressed by the imjjact of

Sam's v/orU, the beauty and origanility of the construction, that they scratclie

the money together to acquire the Towers , by all this means this work

o f a r t s h o u l d n o t s u f f e r d e s t r u c t i o n a n c ! h a d t o b e s a v e d * W h i l e t h e a c q u i

s i t i on was car r ied th rough, t l i ey learned tha t the C i ty au thor i t i es had

c o n d e m i a e d t h e To w e r s a s " u n s a f e " . T h e y w r e t o b e d e s t r o y e d b y b u l l d o z e r s .

C a r t w r i g h t a n d K i n g c o n t e s t e d . P r o m i n e n t a r c h i t e c t , a r t i s t s , a n d e i r t l o v e r s

e n g i n e e r s , l a w y e r s , n e i g h b o r h o o d p e o j j l e s a n d d o c t o r s a n d U n i v e r s i t y p r o f e s s o r s

c o n t a c t e d t h e m . T h e c i t y a r t d i r e c t o r , w h o a t t l i i s o c c a s s i o a h a d s e e r n t h e

T o w e r s f o r t h e fi r s t t i m e p r o v i d e d t h e l o c a t i o n f o r a n m e e t i n g . T h u s t h e

C o m m i t t e e f o r S i m o n P o d i a ' s To w e r s i n \ i a t t s w a s f o u n d e d o n

I n t h e m e a n t i p j e t i i e C i t y s j i f e t y r i n d b u i l d i n g d e p a r t m e n t h a d d e m a n d e d a

r i g o r o u s t o s t . I f t J i e T o w e r s w o u l d s t a n d , a p r e s s u r e o f 1 0 , 0 0 0 l b s .

t h e y w e r e t o b e d e c l a r e d s a f e . T h e T o w e r s w i t h s t o o d t h e t e s t a m a r y e l o u s l y

T h e y w i t h s t o o d e a r t h c j u a l c e s a n d p o l i t i c a l e v e n t s w h i c h m a d e t h e n a m e o f

W a t t s w o r l d f a m o u s .
s h o u l d b e e s t a b l i s h e d

The Committee thought that Neighborhood reltitions to the community of U'atts

c o u l d b e • T h e c h i l d r e n o f U a t t s s h o u l d l e a r n t o a p p r e c i a t e t f i e
w h o w e e m p l o y e d

b e a u t y o f t h e To w e r s . A n a r t s c h o o l . . t s c o n d u c t e d b y e x c e l l e n t a r t e d u c a t o r s

f r e e o f c h a r g e .
T h e y e m p l o y e d e x c e l l e n t a r t - e d u c a t o r s a n d t h e c h i l d r e n

o f W a t t s a n d s i n c e t h a t t i m e f o r e l e v e n y e a r s t h e c h i l d r e n o f » V a t t s

e n j o y f r e e o f c h a r g e t h e e x p e r i e n c e o f a r t a n d c r o a t i v e n e s s a c c o r t i i n g t o t h e
a s e n j o y a b J e « ; s

m o d e r n w a y o f c o n i b i i i i n g c r a f t s w o r k a n d a r t i s t i c e x p r e s s i o n i n r p l a y a n d e n

t e r t a i n m e n t . T h e s a m l l d o n a t i o n s o f v i s i t o r s t o t h e To w e r s a n d l a r g e r d o n a - ,

t i o n s f r o m i n t e r e s t e d c i t i z e n s a n d o u r C i t y c o u n c i l , m n d e t h e a r t - s c h o o l

p o s s i b l e , a l t h o u g h a t t i m e i t . w . i s a g r e a t fi n a n c i a l s t r u g g l e t o m e e t t h e

e x p e n s e s . C a r t w r i g h t a n d K i n g fi n a l l y s o l d t h e T o w e r s t o t h e C o m m i t t e e

w i t h o u t a c c e p t i n g a n y p r o fi t .
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The ar t c inssos first wore l ie ld in the open a i r on a p lat form bui l t over

the ruins of Snn*s house by the architects of the Committee, witJi their own
d o w n t h e s t r e e t f r o m

h a n d s . L a t e r t h e O o n r n i t t e e a c q u i r e d a s m a l l h o u s e n e x - t t o t h e
which served for st/ira? years^^^uf a.Uosv broi.en down, bu the life cf
a n d t e m p e j ' a m e n t o f t h e s t u d e n t s .

a n a r t i s ^ l i h o l o v e d - V a t u s a n d t h e r o w e r s
I n 1 9 7 0 a l a d y a l l m e m o r i a m f o r h e r s o n w h o w a s k i l l a l i n a c a r a c c i d e n t

c o m m u n i t y a r t s c e n t e r
\ w i s h f u l d r e a m f o r u s v. a s t h e b u i l d i n g o f a r e a l a r t

t fie deve lop t i ie r -an i fo ld ta len ts o f the poppu ia t ton , d rama, a r ts , c ra f ts ,

This dream became reality in 1970 ttie funds were providefl by a group of

K h i s U x a s K e d x t i s t o b y c o n t r i b u t i o n s f r o m f o u n d a t i o n s , a n d a g r e a t

f u n d - r a i s i n g d r i v e w h i c h w e d i e d t h e " S q u a r e I n c h " w h i c h m e a n t t h a t <

o n e c o u l d f o r : > l . v K ) o n e c o u l d h o l d a n h o n o r a r y t u t l e t o o n e s < | U a r e i n c h

o i t h e a r t c e n t e r l o t s . O u r e f f o

' 4 e w i l l e n d w i t h a s t o r y w h i c h i s r e a l a n d n o t i n v e n t e d i n t h i s c a s e
^ J •

I w i l l e n d t o l l i n g t h a t . s o n i e t i n i e s r e i j . i t v c a n , b e e v e n , b e t t e r t h a n a s r o o d i n v e n
real i ty was jusc ?.s good as i f i t w.;- invented in J loI lyvyooU ^

The rain of gold came from the film l<ind of Hollywood ina peculiar way tradged

t h e d e a t h i n a n a c c i d e n t o f t h e o f f s ] > r i n g o f a m o v i e f a m i l y o f t h e e a r l y d a y s

of ifol lywood brought us the funds necessary to complete our dream of a

c o m m u n i i t y a r t c e n t e r .

I t w a s n o t
^ r f u n c t i o n a l a n d w e l l b u i l t a r t c e n t e r c a r r i e s t h e n a m e o fO n e p a r t o f o u r g l a m o u r

M o r g a n \ d i i m s a n d i t i s t o t h e g o o d r e p u t a t i o n o f H o l l y w o o d i t i s n o t

a m a t t e r o f v a n i t y , b u t o f l o v e a n d g o o d w i l l t h i \ t w e a r e o b l i d g e d t o b e

s i l e n t .


