
R E V I E W O F R E H A B I L I TAT I O N W O R K
UNDER SECTION 2124 OF THE TAX REFORM ACT OF 1976

OfÞce of Archeology and Historic Preservation, Heritage Conservation "and
Recreat ion Serv ice, Department of , the Inter ior, Washington, D.C. 20240

Ta x i n c e n t i v e s f o r t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n a n d r e h a b i l i t a r l Ç > n o f h i s t o r i c s Vr u c -
tures were establ ished by Sect ion 2124 of the Tax Reform Act of 1976 (Publ ic
Law 94-455) . To fc>r^ th^- t^ i t r i t i cenr rves-^ proper ty owners must

" t o r i c ! - c i r a

p e r f o r m e d o n a s t r u c t u r e . C e r t i Þ c a t i o n s o f S t a t e o r l o c a l s t a t u t e s
o f t h e s i g n i Þ c a n c e o f b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t s a r e i s s u e d b v
the National Register Division of the OfÞce of Archeology and Historic
Preservation, U.S. Department of the Interior. This fact sheet explains
t h e Þ n a l s t e p o f t h e c e r t i Þ c a t i o n p r o c e s s : t h e r e v i e w o f r e h a b i l i t a t i o n
work by the Technical Preservation Services Division, OfÞce of Archeology "
and Historic Preservation, U.S. Department of the Interior, pursuant to
t h e Ta x R e f o r m A c t o f 1 9 7 6 . A d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n o n t h e c e r t i Þ c a t i o n
processes may be found in Department of the Interior regulations regarding
histor ic preservat ion cert iÞcat ions (36 CFR Part 67), the instruct ion '
sheet accompanying the Historic Preservation CertiÞcation Application,
o r b y c o n t a c t i n g t h e a p p r o p r i a t e S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f Þ c e r o r "
Te c h n i c a l P r e s e r v a t i o n S e r v i c e s D i v i s i o n .

R E V I E W O F P R O P O S E D W O R K !

Technical Preservation Services Division will review any proposed, ongoing,
or completed rehabilitation project undertaken on a historic structure whether
or not the applicant holds title to the property. The ofÞce will notify the
applicant in writing whether or not the work meets the Secretary of the
I n t e r i o r ' s " S t a n d a r d s f o r R e h a b i l i t a t i o n . " T h e s e s t a n d a r d s a r e u s e d t o
d e t e r m i n e i f a r e h a b i l i t a t i o n q u a l i Þ e s a s " c e r t i Þ e d r e h a b i l i t a t i o n " f o r
purposes of the Tax Reform Act of 1976. Applicants requesting this review
must complete Part 2 of a Historic Preservation CertiÞcation Application
a n d s u b m i t i t t h r o u g h t h e a p p r o p r i a t e S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f Þ c e r.
IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT OWNERS OBTAIN A DETERMINATION FROM TECHNICAL PRESER
VATION SERVICES DIVISION THAT THE PROPOSED WORK MEETS THE SECRETARY'S "STAND
ARDS FOR REHABILITATION" PRIOR TO UNDERTAKING WORK. Approval by Technical
Preservation Services Division of proposed work will enable owners to proceed
knowing that the work meets the necessary requirements; approval of proposed
work wil l also expedite cert iÞcation of the completed project.

R E V I E W O F C O M P L E T E D W O R K ¥

A c t u a l c e r t i Þ c a t i o n s o f r e h a b i l i t a t i o n w i l l b e i s s u e d O N L Y t o o i ^ m e r s o f
r e c o r d È o f " c e r t i f i e d h i s t o r i c s t r u c t u r e s " a n d o n l v A F T E R t h e r e h a b i l i t a t i o n
p r o j e c t h a s b e e n c o m p l e t e d . A p p l i c a n t s r e q u e s t i n g c e r t i Þ c a t i o n m u s t c o m
p l e t e P a r t 2 o f a H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n C e r t i Þ c a t i o n A p p l i c a t i o n a n d "
subm i t i t , a l ong w i t h t he p ro j ec t comp le t i on da te , a s ta temen t t ha t i n t he
owner's opinion the project meets the Secretary's Standards, and photographs
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of the completed project, to the appropriate State Historic Preservation Of
Þcer. Review,is undertaken at the State level before the application is
forwarded to Technical Preservation Services Division for certiÞcation. .

In general, rehabilitation^work undertaken on "certiÞed historic structures
between June, 1976 and June, 1981 may qualify for the preservation provis
ions described in Section 2124 of the Tax Reform Act of 1976. Others may
request certiÞcation of rehabilitation work undertaken within this Þve
year period (consult the legislation for exact dates) even if the work has
-been compleced for a year, or marer.^ . 0^
for "certified rehabilitat±oar"^ may-el0GtE .the^ talr ita^ .d(^p^ri%ed iw; ;,..
Sect ion 2124^ Quest ions-cotwcern ing^^ expeos^ j^qual l f^
for accelerated depreciation or rapid amortization should be directed to
legal counsel or the appropriate local Internal Revenue Service ofÞce.

THE SECRETARY pF THE INTERIOR'S STANDARDS FOR REHABILITATION

All proiectsrare'reviewed and evaluated in accordance with the Secretary
of the Interior's "Standards for Rehabilitation." These ten standards
are broadly worded to guide the rehabilitation of all historic buildings, .
such as industrial complexes, warehouses, schools, commercial buildings,
residences, and other structures. The underlying concern expressed in the
standards is preservation of signiÞcant historical and architectural
characteristics of a structure in the process of rehabilitation. Technic
Preservation Services Division reviews the entire rehabilitation projec ^
rather than just a single segment of work; certiÞcation is based on whether
the overall project is successful in meeting the intent of the Secretary s
Standards. Copies of the standards and guidelines for applying the standards
are available from the appropriate State Historic Preservation OfÞcer or

.from Technical-Preservation Services Division.

COMPLETING HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATIONS

All requests for review and/or certiÞcation of rehabilitation work should
be made on Historic Preservation CertiÞcation Applications which are
available from State Historic Preservation OfÞces or from Technical _
Preservation Services Division. Applicants should complete Part 2 of the
form and return it, with the necessary documentation, to the appropriate
State Historic Preservation OfÞcer. The following guidelines for describ
ing rehabilitation work are meant to supplement the instructions given
on the Historic Preservation CertiÞcation Application.

1. Name of property. Provide complete address, including street, ̂ ity.
State and zip code for the structure under consideration. If tne building
is located within an historic district, either listed in the
Register or created by a statute certiÞed by the Secretary of the Interior,
provide the name of the district. Consult the appropriate State Historic
Preservation OfÞcer or the cumulative listing of National Register proper
ties in the "Federal Register" for the correct name of the property or dis
trict. Copies of the "Federal Register" may be found in most large libraries,
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* 2 . Data on ex is t ing s t ructure. Prov ide date of construct ion ( i f .known), .

- existing ßoor area in square feet (approximate), the most, recent use of
the building (if residential, number of units); whether vacant or not;,
and type of construction (e.g., masonry bearing wall, wood frame, steel
f r a m e , e t c . ) ; - v - - r - ¥ ^ ^

3 , D a t a o n r e h a b i l i t a t i o n p r o . j e c t . P r o v i d e t h e f o l l o w i n g d a t a o h t h e
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n w o r k i n t h e a p p r o p r i a t e b l a n k s : p r o j e c t s t a r t i n g d a t e ;
pjgo4ect completioit date' (.̂.tdmateA> or- aratuaL) ;̂: estimated cost̂^̂ ô̂^ rehab-r-.Ñ

ance (e.g., historic preservation grants-in-aid,'iHlU 312 loans, HUD
Section 8 subsidy, EDA loans or grants, etc.). If yes, specify the
s o u r c e . I n d i c a t e w h e t h e r a r c h i t e c t u r a l p l a n s a n d s p e c i Þ c a t i o n s a r e
available for review and give the architect's or developer*s name and
a d d r e s s ( i f a p p l i c a b l e ) .

4 . D e t a i l e d d e s c r i p t i o n o f r e h a b i l i t a t i o n / p r e s e r v a t i o n w o r k . I n t h e
n u m b e r e d b l o c k s , p r o v i d e a d e s c r i p t i o n o f r e h a b i l i t a t i o n / p r e s e r v a t i o n
w o r k . I n c l u d e s i t e w o r k , w o r k o n b o t h e x t e r i o r a n d i n t e r i o r o f t h e

b u i l d i n g , a n d n e w c o n s t r u c t i o n . B e g i n b y d e s c r i b i n g a n y s i t e w o r k , f o l l o w e d
b y w o r k o n t h e . e x t e r i o r , a n d Þ n a l l y w o r k o n t h e i n t e r i o r . A s e p a r a t e b l o c k
s h o u l d b e u s e d t o d e s c r i b e a p a r t i c u l a r r e h a b i l i t a t i o n a c t i v i t y a n d i t s
effec t on one or more arch i tec tura l features or spaces (see examples be low) .

I n t h e l e f t s i d e o f t h e b l o c k , i n d i c a t e w h e t h e r t h e f e a t u r e d e s c r i b e d
i s o r i g i n a l t o t h e s t r u c t u r e , a d d e d a t a l a t e r d a t e , o r n e w c o n s t r u c t i o n .
G i ve app rox ima te da te o f f ea tu re . I n ' t he app rop r i a te space desc r i be t he
p h y s i c a l c o n d i t i o n f o r e a c h f e a t u r e s e l e c t e d . I n d i c a t e w h e t h e r t h e
co n d i t i o n o f t h e f e a tu re i s : 1 ) g o o d Ñn e e d s m i n o r r e p a i r ; 2 ) f a i rÑn e e d s
m a j o r r e p a i r ; 3 ) p o o r Ñ r e p a i r m a y n o t b e f e a s i b l e ; 4 ) u n r e s t o r a b l e Ñ d e t e r
iorated or damaged beyond repair; 5) iinknown. Indicate photograph(s) and
draw ing(s ) tha t show the fea tu re descr ibed .

In the r igh t s ide o f the b lock , exp la in the na tu re and purpose o f the
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n w o r k t o b e u n d e r t a k e n o n t h e p a r t i c u l a r f e a t u r e . D e s c r i b e
t h e e f f e c t a n d i m p a c t ( v i s u a l , s t r u c t u r a l , o r o t h e r ) o n e x i s t i n g f e a t u r e s .
L i s t d r a w i n g ( s ) o r m a r k e d - u p p h o t o g r a p h ( s ) t h a t s h o w ( s ) t h e r e h a b i l i t a t i o n
w o r k a n d i m p a c t o n e x i s t i n g s t r u c t u r e . _

Comple te as many b locks as i s necessary to fu l l y desc r ibe the rehab i l i t a t ion
p r o j e c t .

Examp le / / I : I f a new p laza i s to be bu i l t ad jacen t to the bu i ld ing ,
w r i t e " p l a z a " i n t h e b l a n k f o r a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e a n d i n d i c a t e
t h a t t h e f e a t u r e i s n e w . D e s c r i b e t h e n e w f e a t u r e b y o u t l i n i n g t h e
p r o p o s e d s c o p e o f w o r k . I n d e s c r i b i n g t h e w o r k . a n d i t s i m p a c t o n
e x i s t i n g f e a t u r e s , a d d r e s s t h e w o r k a s i t r e l a t e s t o t h e " S t . a n d a r d s f o r
R e h a b i l i t a t i o n ; " f o r e x a m p l e , w i l l d i s t i n c t i v e s i t e f e a t u r e s b e d e s t r o y e d
in const ruc t ing the p laza? VThat e f for ts are be ing made to pro tec t and
preserve archeo log ica l resources , a f fec ted .by the p laza?
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Examole #2: Xf the exterior of the bui lding is to be cleaned, indicate */* '
in the blank for architectural feature "exterior wall surfaces" and
Indicate whether.the wall surface (stucco, paint, wood, etc.) is orig- ^
Ina l to the bu i ld ing . Descr ibe the cond i t ion o f the wa l l p r io r to ¥
rehabilitation (i.e. porous, spalling, etc.), the reasons for cleaning, -
and, Þnally, the type and effect of cleaning method to be used, with ;
speciÞc information such as. brand names, as appropriate. ^

^- Example #3:.. Xfã interior:wall.s_are to ^ removed or. altered, ind^ate in ^ ^' the :b lank''fcwr' arofaltectbU^^Teattirrfc--^

a f f e c t e d , a ^ g i v e t h e i ^
existing condition, indicate- why tftfese-walls- will-be demalished - for-Ñ

example, to allow room for a new elevator, orto make two small rooms into
a larger, tnore usable space. In discussing the impact of the demolition!  on the interior^ discuss whether or not the walls or the spaces they enclose

are signiÞcant ^ for example, do the walls have early wainscoting or plaster-
work? Does alteration of the walls cause a change in scale to the interior?
Key descriptions to ßoor plan which shows "before" and "after" wall
a r r a n g e m e n t s . ,

Photographs. The property owner must submit sufÞcient photographs with i
Part 2 to document the conditions of the interior and exterior prior to
rehabilitation and to show the areas of proposed or completed work. Photo
graphs of "before" conditions must be submitted even if the rehabilitation
is completed; such documentation enables Technical Preservation Services
Division to evaluate the effect of the rehabilitation on the historic
building. All photographs must be captioned, dates, and numbered sequentially;
photographs should be referred to in the application narrative, where ap
propriate. In many cases, it may be helpful to mark directly on the photo
graphs the areas of proposed or completed work. Photographs are not return
able and should be labeled to include property name and brief description
of what is shown; they may be attached in the upper right corner of the
application form with a staple or paperclip. Photographs may be black and
white or color and should be large enough to show architectural features
c l e a r l y . r

Drawings or sketches. Drawings or sketches are required for proposed work
to show planned alterations or new construction. They must be sufÞciently
detailed to show the work accurately although completed working drawings are
NOT NECESSARY. Documentation should include ßoor, plans and, where necessary,
sections and elevations. All drawings and sketches submitted with the ap
plication must be numbered sequentially and should be referred to in the
application narrative. Preferably, drawings and sketches should be submitted
i n a f o r m a t t h a t c a n b e c o n v e n i e n t l y f o l d e d f o r Þ l i n g .

SPECIAL REHABILITATION CONCERNS

Five areas of special concern have been identiÞed in reviewing and eval
uating T^x Reform Act rehabilitation projects. Owners planning work in
any of these Þve areas should pay special attention in completing the
Historic Preservation CertiÞcation Application to address these concerns.

New heating, ventilating, and air-conditioning (HVAC) system. Indicate what
effect the new equipment and ductwork will have on the historic building


