March 24, 2016
Eric Garcetti, Mayor
City of Los Angeles
Via email : eric.garcetti@lacity.org
Dear Mr. Garcetti:
As you no doubt know, the Watts Towers complex, built by Italian immigrant Sabato Rodia over a 30-plus year
period beginning in 1921, is not only the most important public art work in the City of Los Angeles, but has
been recognized with state and national status on their registers of historical landmarks and monuments. It is
renowned globally as an icon of the genre of art environments and is a draw for art enthusiasts from around
the world; indeed, a 2009 international conference in Italy focused on the Towers, and I myself have used
them as the fulcrum for discussions about art environments across the United States, as well as in lectures in
France, Spain, and Switzerland.
At this time we have the opportunity to assure that the Watts Towers gain even further visibility and protection
by having them be considered as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The window of opportunity for submission
of this application, however, is tight: we must submit all paperwork by April 30, just over one month away. We
have the backing from the current owners of the monument – the State of California’s State Parks system – as
well as from an impressive roster of international scholars and citizen advocates. And we have no doubt that
we will be easily able to meet and surpass the criteria for the “Outstanding Universal Value” that is required for
the nomination to move forward in the process. (For further information, you might wish to review additional
documentation about the Towers at www.WattsTowersCommonGround.org or
http://spacesarchives.org/explore/collection/environment/watts-towers/.)
This application, however, cannot move forward without the express support of the City of Los
Angeles, managers of the site.
I therefore urge you, in the strongest possible terms, to take all immediate measures necessary to authorize
submittal of this application enabling the Watts Towers to be reviewed as a possible candidate for UNESCO
World Heritage status. You, and the City of Los Angeles, have nothing to lose but much to gain should the
candidacy be approved.
Should you have any questions, I would be pleased to answer them or to provide whatever additional
information you might require.
Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter, and congratulations, in advance, for having
begun the process to add an important World Heritage Site to the list of Los Angeles’s many assets.
Sincerely,

Jo Farb Hernandez
Executive Director
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