
Snvinj;.ind fVesen'inj; Arts and Culturol nnvironmetils
1804 North Van Ness Los Angeles, California 9(X)28

Telephone: 213/463-1629

19 September 1988

Joseph W. Snell, Executive Director
Kansas State Historical Society
120 West Tenth

Topeka^KS 66612

Dear Mr.Sne l l :

I tope you are familiar vith our oryanization. The Historical Society stould have received our
latest tMivslettiarlast veek. Si nip] y;y» are a national oryanization concerned vith preserviny and
documentiny iarye~̂ 1e enviî npntol art i such sites such as the ftotional Reyister
Monument (1977} S. P. Dinsmodr's Garden of Eden in Lucas, Kansas. Kansas is especially blessol
vith these environments.

We just received a call from Wayne & Lou^h ovner^ of the Garden of Eden, vto told us
that the property is for sale. At this momeM/t don't know if Mr. Naeyele has alerted any
preservation yroups about his dedsioh to sell so ve ttouyht ve would let you knov. Of course ve
tope ttot a sympattotic buyer who vould responsibly maintain tto site can be f»und.

In New Mexico tto U. 3. ParkSenricc took over anottor National Reyister Monument, "Pop"
Shaffer's Hotel, for ttoir local headquarters, ttoreby protectiny tto totel from tto bulldozers.
Shy of a private, sympattotic buyer vto vould mal ntai n tto site, we tope ttot tto tovn of Lucas or
tto Federal or State yovernment vould take an interest in this site. Candidly speakiny, ve are at a
loss of vtot ve can do from this distance and toped ttot your agency could make some suyyestions
or could find a vay to tolp preserve tto site.

Tto Naegeles have respected tto site vhile it has been in ttoir ctorye. Tto Gar(ten of Eden is a
splendid site knovn all over tto vorld. It dravs over 20,000 tourists each year to Lucas and it
vould to a yreat loss to tto state if it vas destroyed or turned i nto a Disneyland by people less
sensit ive t ton t to current ovners.

Stould you vish to contact tto Naegeles, folloving is ttoir address and ptone numter, in case you
do not have ttom:

Wayne & LouHla Naegele
S. P. Dinsmoor's Garden of Eden

2nd and Kansas Avenue

Lucas, Kansas 67648
(913) 525-6395

4 Vc" P'rsfrf Tnr Frrftfrt Ffittr/tlionnl Corr>ornfi('M



Please advise us on your intended course of action. If ve can be of any assistance, please do not
hesitate to let us knov. Thank

S ince re l y, 0 ^

Seymour Rosen
D i r e c t o r

cc: Mike Hagden, Governor of Kansas
Ms. Dorothy L. Ilgen, Exec. Dir. Kansas Arts Commission
Jennie Chinn, Kansas State Folk Arts Coordinator
National Register of Historic Places
Kansas Grassroots Art Association


