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Garden of Eden, Inc. Purchases Garden in Lucas, Kansas
This IS ray sign— Garden of Eden' —I could hear so many, as

they go by, sing out, ^What is this?' so I put this sign up.Now they can read it, stop or go on. Just as they pleaL."
— S . P . D i n s m o o r

Lucas, Kan., Feb. 28, 1989—A group of Kansas artists and
preservationists, headed by an Oskaloosa sculptor, has
purchased the Garden of Eden, a landmark created environment
i n L u c a s , K a n .

On Feb. 15, 1989, Garden of Eden Inc. completed the purchase
of the remarkable Kansas site, which was added to the
Na t iona l Reg is te r o f H i s to r i c P laces i n 1976 . The
corporation, formed by John Hachmeister of Oskaloosa,
acquired the site to guarantee that it wil l remain intact.
Samuel Perry Dinsmoor (1843-1932) built the Garden of Eden
iu first three decades of the 20th Century. He completedthe home in 1907; the site acquired its name in 1913.

Dinsmoor combined his interpretation of the
Bibl ical Eden with his popul ist pol i t ical v iews.

Hachmeister's group bought the landmark from Wayne and
Luella Naegele of Lucas, who had acquired it in 1967. At
that time the house had been divided into apartments and the
cement figures and trees were overgrown. The Naegeles
restored the proper ty and reopened i t as a tour is t
attraction. That policy will continue under Garden of Eden,
T n o _ '

The new owners plan further restoration to the Garden and
Its surroundings as well as adding a visitor's center to
h o u s e a m u s e u m f o r g r a s s r o o t s a r t .

S.P. Dinsmoor was an avowed populist who built the Garden of
Eden as a permanent legacy to his beliefs. Today, this
concrete monument of life-sized figures and animals, which
cavort around Dinsmoor's "Cabin Home," still stands much as
it did at his death in 1932. The cabin is a unique 11-room
structure of concrete and limestone logs.



A l o n g t h e w e s t s i d e o f t h e p r o p e r t y l i f e - s i z e , c o n c r e t e
fi g u r e s o f A d a m a n d E v e g u a r d t h e e n t r a n c e o f a g r a p e a r b o r
e n t w i n e d w i t h t w o s e r p e n t s . O n e s n a k e o f f e r s a n a p p l e t o
E v e . O v e r h e a d i s t h e D e v i l . C a i n a n d A b e l s t a n d w i t h t h e i r
o f f e r i n g s t o G o d a t o p o n e o f t h e t w e n t y - n i n e c o n c r e t e t r e e s .
H e b u i l t t r e e s i n t w o s i z e s : f o u r t e e n a r e f r o m e i g h t t o 2 0
f e e t h i g h , fi f t e e n a r e f r o m 3 0 t o 4 0 f e e t h i g h . F o r h i s
r e n d i t i o n , D i n s m o o r a d d e d t w o g i r l s t o t h i s e p i s o d e ,
reason ing , "You know and I know and eve rybody knows tha t t he
g i r l s a r e a l w a y s h a n g i n g a r o u n d t h e b o y s . " S t o r k s a d o r n
a n o t h e r t r e e i n t h e b e l i e f t h a t t h e y w e r e i n t h e o r i g i n a l
G a r d e n . H i s w r i t t e n d e s c r i p t i o n s t a t e s : " I h a v e s u b s t i t u t e d
s o m e t h i n g s t h a t I k n o w w e r e t h e r e . T h e s t o r k s w e r e t h e r e ,
b e c a u s e t h e k i d s w e r e t h e r e : C a i n a n d A b e l . T h e s t o r k s
a lways br ing the k ids." To complete the s tory, an angel
c o m e s t o t h e d e a d A b e l , a n d C a i n e s c a p e s w i t h h i s w i f e .

A t t h e c o r n e r o f t h e l o t , t h e s c e n e c h a n g e s t o a
r e p r e s e n t a i o n o f " p r e s e n t d a y c i v i l i z a t i o n " — a s o l d i e r f i r e s
a t a n I n d i a n , a g i r l c h a s e s t h e s o l d i e r , a n d t h e y a r e a t t h e
m e r c y o f t h e m o n o p o l i e s d e p i c t e d a s l a r g e c l a w s w r a p p i n g
a r o u n d t h e fi g u r e s . D i n s m o o r a b h o r e d t h e g o v e r n m e n t ' s
p r o t e c t i o n o f b u s i n e s s , o v e r t h e i n t e r e s t s o f t h e p e o p l e .
" T h e y ( t h e m o n e y i n t e r e s t s ) a r e p r o t e c t e d b y t h e S t a r
S p a n g l e d B a n n e r , ' ' h e o n c e w r o t e . " " T h a t fl a g p r o t e c t s
c a p i t a l t o d a y b e t t e r t h a n i t d o e s h u m a n i t y . I t d r a f t e d t h e
b o y s b u t a s k e d t h e m o n e y t o v o l u n t e e r . "

S e v e r a l o t h e r s t r u c t u r e s s t a n d o n t h e p r o p e r t y i n c l u d i n g t h e
s t o n e l o g c a b i n m a u s o l e u m , w h e r e D i n s m o o r a n d h i s fi r s t w i f e
a re bu r i ed . An unusua l f ea tu re o f h i s co f fin i s i t s g l ass
l i d , t h r o u g h w h i c h v i s i t o r s c a n v i e w D i n s m o o r ' s r e m a i n s . I n
h is wi l l , he s ta ted, " . . .none except my widow, my
d e s c e n d a n t s , t h e i r h u s b a n d s a n d w i v e s , s h a l l g o i n t o s e e m e
f o r l e s s t h a n a $ 1 . 0 0 . " H e p r o m i s e d t o s m i l e a t e v e r y o n e w h o
p a i d t h e i r d o l l a r .

T h e G a r d e n o f E d e n i s 1 6 m i l e s n o r t h o f I n t e r s t a t e 7 0 o n
K a n s a s H i g h w a y 2 3 2 . T h i s s h o r t s t r e t c h o f s t a t e h i g h w a y,
w h i c h c r o s s e s t h e d a m o n W i l s o n L a k e , i s c o n s i d e r e d o n e o f
t h e m o s t b e a u t i f u l d r i v e s i n t h e s t a t e .

The Garden of Eden is open seven days a week: dur ing March
f r o m 1 0 a . m . t o 4 p . m . ; A p r i l - S e p t e m b e r f r o m 9 a . m . t o 6
p . m . ( 1 0 - 6 o n S u n d a y ) ; O c t o b e r - F e b r u a r y f r o m 1 t o 4 p . m .

A d m i s s i o n a n d t h e g u i d e d t o u r a r e $ 4 p e r a d u l t ; c h i l d r e n
u n d e r 1 2 a r e f r e e . To u r g r o u p s r e c e i v e a d i s c o u n t ,
reservat ions are encouraged. The charge for school groups is
$ 1 p e r c h i l d ; a c c o m p a n y i n g t e a c h e r s a r e a d m i t t e d f r e e .
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