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D E S C R I P T I O N

c o n d i t i o n - g o o d , a l t e r e d , o r i g i n a l s i t e . n

Chateau Laroche Is located on an acre and a hal f h l l Is Ide^over looking the west
bank of the Li t t le Miami River north of Love land. The complex consists of a
retaining wail, gatehouse and underground garage entrance across the front and
steps which lead up to the main castle and formal gardens. The main castle,
built between 1929 and 1961 measures approximately 20* X 30* and has a wing
which extends to the north approximately 50* that was begun In 1969 and
r e m a i n s u n fi n i s h e d . T h e w a l l s a r e 1 8 " t h i c k a n d c o n s i s t o f c o a r s e d fl a t fi e l d
stone (approximately 56000 5 gal. buckets gathered from the river bed) over an
Interior of concrete bricks (reportedly 32000 hand-made In paper milk
cartons). Built to give the Impression of a medieval castle the original
portion of the castle Is a three-story rectangular structure with a projecting
square tower at each corner. The third floor serves as a flat roof for the
lower stories and the top of the walls are crenelated as typical of a
"fighting deck" which In fact, this floor Is termed. The northeast tower Is
slightly taller than the other three and Is topped by a corbeled "lookout
post." The fenestration Is uniform throughout, one over one double hung sash
In extremely narrow frames meant to resemble guns I Its. A large chimney Is In
the center of the south wall. A balcony with the words "CHATEAU LARCX^HE" Is
In the midd le o f the east wal l and a ha l f round pro ject ing bay Is pos i t ioned
at the center of the upper floor levels of the north wall. The main door,
covered with a steel bar gate. Is located beneath this bay and Is constructed
of three layers of wood nailed together (purportedly 238 pieces of wood held
by 2500 nalis).

T h e I n t e r i o r o f t h e c a s t l e I n c l u d e s a s m a l l b a s e m e n t w h e r e a f u r n a c e , t o o l
room and small "dungeon" are located, and a first floor with a large game
room, k i t chen and o ffice . The nor thwes t tower con ta ins a cu rved s ta i rcase
designed to permit Its defense by "a single swordsman." The second floor
Includes a large ballroom and master bedroom In a tower with a domed beehive
style celling. Another tower at this level Includes a bathroom, the other "a
princess room" for harboring hostages. The floors are composed of 14" thick
concrete beams topped with a layer of quart oil cans covered with concrete to
serve as an Insulating blanket. The first floor walls were completed during
the 1930s and the remainder of the walls were finished by 1955. The floors
were completed by 1961.

In 1969 a walled dry moat at the west end and to the north a 2-story wing to
house a chapel. Jail, stable, workroom and "round table meeting room" were
begun. Appropriately the northern bay of the wing Is built In a rounded
configuration. Only the exterior stone walls and several Interior brick walls
are completed. It has the same type of narrow slit openings as the main
c a s t l e .

A short retaining wall stretches on a line even with the east wall of the
castle approximately 200* to the south. West of this and to the south of the
main castle Is a "formal gardens" with a large number of hot boxes. Further
to the east Is a larger retaining wall stretching approximately 220*. The
small corbeled and crenelated gatehouse Is located In this wall. Through a
round arch opening are the steps to the main castle entrance. A large
segmental arched opening In the north end of this wall has a wooden door (with
over 9000 nails) and provides access to an underground garage.



Chateau Laroche, or Loveland Castle as It Is commonly called. Is significant
under criterion A, An attempt to recreate a medieval European castle. It
provides the physical framework for a unique youth counseling organization

^ known as the Knights of the Golden Trail. The Knights are dedicated to the
high moral standards and chivalry of a revived order of knighthood. Founded

\r 1 n 1927 by Harry J). Andrews as an outgrowth of his Sunday school classes at a
northern ClnclnnatP-church, the Knights now own and operate the Castle. The
Castle Is also significant as a singular example of a folklore structure
handcrafted from homemade or natural materials beginning In 1929 and
continued In various stages until the death of Andrews In 1981. The medieval
theme of the structure reflects a search for a perceived purity found In
ancient times and an effort to promote the re InstItutIon of this Ideal In a
twentieth century society.

Harry Andrews was born In 1890 on a farm In upstate New York and was graduated
In 1916 from Colgate University where he reportedly studied Greek, Roman and
Egyptian architecture. After enlisting In the U.S. Army and serving In Europe
during W.W.I, he attended Tolouse University In France. Here he gained first
hand knowledge of medieval architecture and folklore. Returning to Cincinnati
In the 1920s he became a teacher In the city schools, and also began teaching
a Sunday School class at the Northslde Christian Church. In 1927 he purchased
a lot at the site of the Castle to provide a place for his church classes to
camp, fish, swim and boat. At the same time Andrews organized the Knights of
the Golden Trail as a youth organization to foster teachings about chivalrous
knights and Christianity. Taking a cue from the Boy Scouts of America with
whom he maintained close links (many of the first knights were also Boy
Scouts), Andrews divided his organization Into three age groups; "pages" from
8 to 12, "squires" from 12 to 17, and "knights" from 18 or older. Boys were
"knighted" by Andrews following a ceremony In which they swore to live by the
Ten Commandments of Christianity.

When the tents Initially used by the Knights on their retreats began to rot
after several years, Andrews conceived of building a stone castle to use In
their stead. He began building the Castle In June 1929 and had completed the
first floor by the following year when the cornerstone was formally dedicated.
Work on the Castle went very slowly while Andrews continued to work and later
due to wartime shortages. When he lost his job as a teacher during the
Depression Andrews began working for the City of Cincinnati as an Inspector on
public works projects. Here he undoubtedly gained valuable experience which
he Incorporated Into the work at the Castle. Late In the 1940s he began
working for a religious publishing house.

The rate of work on the Castle Increased dramatically with Andrews* retirement
In 1955 when he began living at the site year-round. By October 1955 all
walls were completed on the original castle and by 1960 all the floors were
fi n i s h e d .

T h e f o l k l o r e n a t u r e o f t h e L o v e l a n d C a s t l e I s s e e n I n t h e n a t u r e o f t h e
construction and materials. The majority of the materials In the Castle were
either collected at the site or handcrafted by Andrews and his "Knights." By
the mid-1960s Andrews estimated that he had gathered about 52000 Buckets (5
gal.) of stones and made 32000 concrete bricks out of quart cardboard milk
cartons. Large concrete blocks were made In wooden forms wi th t in cans In the
center to provide openings. Drain tiles were created by cutting the ends out
of tin cans, laying them end to end and covering them with concrete. A form
m a d e o u t o f I n n e r t u b e h a l v e s fi l l e d w i t h s a n d a n d w i t h t h e e n d s t i e d o f f w e r e
used to make concrete catch-basins. By get t ing many of h is mater ia ls donated
Andrews was able to spend an average of only S125 a year on the construction.



Andrews died In April 1981 at the age of 91 after being burned badly while
attempting to extinguish a trash fire at the Castle. The 65 members of the
Knights plan to finish the Castle wing begun by Andrews In 1969 and operate
the complex as a service to other needy Individuals and organizations.

^ Ctnffrl

Today Love I and Castle stands In Harry Andrews* own words "as an expression and
reminder of the simple strength and rugged grandeur of the lives and homes of
the mighty men who lived when Knighthood was In flower." These principles
served to create a distinctive youth organization and a unique stone structure ^
to house It, Even though portions of the current structure are less than 50
years old. It Is a cultural feature without parallel In Ohio and should be
considered, for that reason alone, of exceptional significance.

Mot
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Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and just ificat ion
The nominated property consists of four parcels numbered 685'-693, 694--695, 696-697, and
698-702 in Plat Book 620, plat 0061. Also known as Lots 4328 through 4345 of the Loveland
Park Subdivision (3rd subdivision).
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