
KANSAS GRASSROOTS ART ASSOCIATION

F O R I M M E D I A T E R E L E A S E P R E S S I N F O R M A T I O N

C o n t a c t : B a r b a r a B r a c k n a n
9 1 3 - 8 4 2 - 8 2 4 2 , L a w r e n c e , K S
M e l i s s a A t k i n s o n
9 d 8 - 7 4 3 - 2 8 5 6 , T u l s a

S A V E T H E T O T E M P O L E P R O J E C T

P e r s o n s i n t e r e s t e d i n c o n t r i b u t i n g t o t h e p r o j e c t t o

p r e s e r v e T h e To t e m P o l e o n R t . 2 8 - A e a s t o f F o y i l , O k l a h o m a

m a y m a k e d o n a t i o n s t o a " S a v e t h e To t e m P o l e " f u n d a t t h e

F i r s t N a t i o n a l B a n k o f C h e l s e a O k l a h o m a ,

T h e f u n d w i l l b e a d m i n i s t e r e d b y t h e K a n s a s G r a s s r o o t s

A r t A s s o c i a t i o n , a n o n - p r o fi t , t a x - e x e m p t a g e n c y f o u n d e d t o

p r e s e r v e s u c h o n e - o f - a - k i n d a r c h i t e c t u r a l w o n d e r s .

A g r o u p o f i n t e r e s t e d O k l a h o m a n s a n d p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s

f r o m a r o u n d t h e c o u n t r y h a v e a g r e e d t o b e g i n a t h r e e - s t e p

p l a n t o s a v e t h e T o t e m P o l e . T h e fi r s t s t e p w a s a t e m p o r a r y

r e p a i r t o t h e r o o f o f o n e o f t h e b u i l d i n g s o n t h e s i t e ;

t h e s e c o n d s t e p w i l l h b e r a i s i n g S 3 0 0 0 t o h i r e c o n s u l t a n t s

i n fi e l d s s u c h a s e n g i n e e r i n g , h i s t o r i c p r e s e r v a t i o n a n d p a i n t

c o n s e r v a t i o n t o d e v e l o p a p l a n a n d b u d g e t t o p r e s e r v e a n d

m a i n t a i n t h e s i t e . T h e t h i r d s t e p w i l l b e t o r a i s e f u n d s

t o c a r r y o u t t h a t p l a n .

T h e r o o f r e p a i r , n e c e s s a r y t o p r o t e c t t h e b u i l d i n g s

i n t e r i o r m u r a l s f r o m f u r t h e r w e a t h e r d a m a g e , w a s b e g u n i n

N o v e m b e r . V o l u n t e e r s u s e d d o n a t e d m a t e r i a l s a n d m a t e r i a l s

b o u g h t b y t h e K G A A t o t e m p o r a r i l y p a t c h t h e r o o f . F u r t h e r
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patches will be added this spring, says project coordinator
John Holmes of Vinland, Kansas. Although the emergency repair
is temporary and should not be considered a restoration, Holmes
estimates it will last five years,"which should give us time
t o r e c o n s t r u c t t h e o r i g i n a l r o o f r i g h t . "

Donald Howiett of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, a specialist in
restoration of environmental folk art,began assessment of the
surface and structural damage to the 90 foot concrete Totem
Pole and adjacent Fiddle House. Volunteers drew a site plan
from which long-term preservation plans can be made; others

began collecting photographs .of the Totem Pole and other
buildings taken over the years to help in making decisions
about repainting the once colorful buildings.

The Totem Pole was begun* in 1937 by Ed Galloway who

moved to the acreage near Foyil after retiring from his

position as woodworking teacher at the Sand Springs Children s
Home west of Tulsa. Galloway built a museum to house his 400
hand-carved fiddles, and he constructed the "World's Largest
Totem Pole" of concrete and decorated it with his interpreta
tions of American Indian motifs. He estimated that 300,000
people viewed the park in his life time. He died in 1962
and since then the park has been closed.

A quilt will be raffled off in the fall of 1984 to
raise funds for the preservation project. The quilt will

depict the Totem Pole and various decorative motifs from
the buildings. Persons interested in working on the quilt,
or those who have old photographs of the Totem Pole which
might be copied are asked to write to Totem Pole Project,



K a n s a s G r a s s r o o t s A r t A s s o c i a t i o n , P O B o x 2 2 1 , L a w r e n c e , K S 6 6 0 4 4 .

D o n a t i o n s f o r t h e p r o j e c t c a n b e m a d e d i r e c t l y t o t h e S a v e t h e

To t e m P o l e F u n d a t t h e F i r s t N a t i o n a l B a i i k o f C h e l s e a , O K

7 4 1 0 6 .


