
t y — : ^ F T - B . s n o : "
Name and Address of LandouTier upon Whose Property Landmark is Proposed

Name and Address of Applicant l o n e N o ,
(209)

C a . B u s , P h o n e N o .

J Is this landmark of statewide significance as described in the State of Poiicy?Xfî
Explain (use extra sheet if necessary):

The underground home and gardens of Baldasare Forestiere in the central San Joaquin
Valley is the work of a self-taught designer and builder. It is the only structureof its kind in the state^ And is also likely to be the last. The liklihood of such
a structure being reduplicated is mimmal. Modern contemporary liTe and the frenetic
pace of society preclude its reoccurrance in the foreseeable future.

The Forestiere Undergound Gardens, as it is commonly known, is a testamentary tribute
to the harmony and compatibility between man and his environment. It exemplifies the
degree to which such a reconciliation is possible. Its ecological and educational
implications are readily evident. The result is a three-demensional harmonious ex
ample of man*s peaceful co-existance with his environment. Its cultural and exper
imental aspects graphically illustrate such a concepts

Is bibliography complete? (To enable verification of statements and claims made

herein,) YeS| as far ao possible.
Is permission of property owner for registration attached?
Is approval of property owner to place a plaque attached? ;
Is proof of reasonable protection for requested landmark attached?
Are photographs, prints, or drawings (two views) attached? Yes^
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.. -mm HISTORY m description (Corresponding to one or more items under 1. II.
or III of the Statement of Policy.)

Under the semi-desert land of the central San Joajouin Vallpv i?began in the early 1900.S (1904-1906) to câe'̂nTt" scuX̂'a'tllor'̂WŷSS:" '
^ underĝ d retreat. Between his chores as vineyardist ̂ d horticul-âst arter some forty he re-created a piece of the old mediterraneanr̂ld under a terrâ  baked and scorched by the summer sun. He fashioned̂ Wter

- — i , t h o u g h

The some seven acres of grottos, patios, and garden courts, is adorned vdth citrus
Dromeiadet^irr and interconnected with passageways andpromenades. It is widely recognized for its originality and uniqueness Visitnr-^
ir'ViStî e^chir^f^ overseas attest that there is nothing'quite like^ architects have attempted to identi fy i t as "terrat a« tarchitectural and"LlLĴ ationar5licatio;:srvIsSand vn-iters have attempted to describe it as "terrasculpture"̂
Le Mt ~ walk-around sculpture. Although these terns

=|SS=S~S
dome n sculptings, he used the acient column, arch and\ native dedimentary rock, together with mortar and concrete was

a^chite^ textural variety andteautification. Being hisown architect, he did not require a blueprint (Fresno Bee ^ hnfinstead to foUow creative instincts and aesthkC ̂ l̂ pSsê  "

embodiments of a creativ#> nnH aocfv,^+-;« -x- iney are al l three-demensionalmoderated in the process; and rendered sen̂ Lt̂ Jiefŝ rSd'̂ Ŝr
\In its totality the underground home and gardens is a physical exten«;-5on +Ko

ifL Fofestiere. Con^Stu^y^Hes^hetica^y--It reflects a thouogh?? î dependenf̂ ^and individualistic spirit. It is an imprint of a totally sicere L^̂ prSious
/ / represents in a gentle manner a coming to terms with oneSs environment.



BIBLIOCRATHY; CITE THE BOOKS. RECORDS, AND OniER AUTHORITIES SUSTAINING THESE^

C. E. Good, Resort Underground, Fresno Bee, Fresno, California,
March 23, 1923.

Thomburn, Joseph. Tunnel Artist Builds Cave Resort>Fresno Bee,
Fresno, California, May 3, 1924.

Wampler, Jan. Baldasare Forestiere. Architecture Plus. July-Aug.1974.

Historic Homes Committee. Heritap^e Fresno. (Amer. Assoc. of University
Women) Pioneer Publishing Co. Fresno, California, 1975.

La l^resse. Les Jardins Souterrains de Fresno. La Presse. Canada. Aviiel 1976.

Readers Digest Treasures o f Amer ica . Readers Digest Assn. , Inc»
Pleasantville, New York. September 1975.

Wampler, Jan. All Their Own. Schenkman Pub3jLshing Co. Cambridge, Mass. 1977.

R e s o u r c e P e r s o n s ;

Jan Wampler. Harvard Graduate School of Design. Associate Professor of
A r c h i t e c t u r e a n d P l a n n i n g . M a s s a c h u s e t t s I n s t i t u e o f
Techno logy. Bos ton , Mass .

Galen Cranz, PhD. Associate Professor College of Environmental Design
Department of Archi tecture. Univers i ty of Cal i fornia, Berkeley.
Berke ley, Ca l i f o rn ia .

/

Malcolm Wells. Ecological Architect. Planner and Consultant on underground
a r c h i t e c t u r e a n d c o n s t r u c t i o n . C h e r r y H i l l , N e w J e r s e y.

This form and all related correspondence is to be sent to the California Historical
Landmarks Advisory Committee, Post Office Box 2390, Sacramento, California 95811.

An application must be considered solely on its historic or architectural merits
and not for commercial gain, political benefits, or other non-historical reasons.

An individual committee member can advise and counsel an applicant, but all appli
cations roust be considered by the full committee meeting in regular session.



PHOTOGRAPHS. PRINTS> AND/OR DRAWINGS (Both recent and historic, if available.)

Fotos enclosed are described as nuiabered bclowj (Corresponding to photographs
so numbered on the reverse side of each):

Foto #1. Main entry to underground home and gardens of Baldasare
F o r e s t i e r e . P i c t u r e t a k e n c i r c a 1 9 2 0 - 2 1 b y W. M . S t r o t h e r.
Donated December 1976, Copy of original.

Foto /s'lA.Kain entrance to underground home and gardens. View is
iden t i ca l t o t ha t o f Fo to ^ -1 . Taken c .1970 and as i t
appears to date«

Foto #2. Upper view of Auto Tunnel during construction. Driveway is
descend ing underg round to the r igh t i n the background .
Foto taken c.1920-21 by W. M. Strother. Donated December
1976, Copy of original.

Foto #3* Passageway at base of main entry leading fromearlier living
quar ters and d in ing area to Cent ra l Pat io , Foto by V/ . M.
Strother. Donated December 1976, Taken c.1920-21,

F o t o V i e w f r o m I n d o o r P a t i o a d j o i n i n g C e n t r a l P a t i o . L o o k i n g
through French doors into later dinijng room and living
quarters beyond. Foto by W. K. Strother c» 1920-21. Copy.

F o t o C e n t r a l P a t i o l o o k i n g o u t f r o m t h e l i v i n g q u a r t e r a p a r t m e n t s
and interconnected by passageways and promenades. Foto taken
c.1970 and is as appears to date. .

FotoM6. Bedroom Court as viewed from the sleeping alcoves, raised and
recessed in the bedrooms. Scene looks out over fish pond cross-
by foot bridge to terrace and spice garden. Taken c.1969.

Foto #7* Entrance to Auto Tunnel at base of gradual descending driveway.
Background to Foto#2 upon ..completion some years later. With
F o r e s t i e r e ' s l a n d s c a p i n g f u l l g r o w n . P i c t u r e t a k e n c . 1 9 7 2 .

F o t o B a l d a s a r e F o r e s t i e r e s t a n d i n g a t s i d e o f M a i n E n t r y t o h i s
underground home and gardens. Picture taken c i rca 1910-15#
H e l a t e r l a n d s c a p e d t h e e n t r y r a m p w i t h t r i p l e t i e r e d s t e p s
a n d l a n d i n g s f r o m t h e s u r f a c e t o t h e l e v e l o f t h e p l a n t e r
in the center background. Donated by niece. Rose Sacco,
Februa ry 1977 . Copy o f o r i g ina l pho tog raph .

L o r r a i n e . F a u l k s F o r e s t i e r e
F r e s n o , C a l i f o r n i a
October 12, 1977

JL i •



XUTIIORIZATION FROM PROPERTY OWNER OF PROPOSED LANDMARK SITE TO THE DEPAR1>1ENT OF

PA R K S A N D R E C R E AT I O N F O R N U M B E R , R E G I S T R AT I O N . A N D E R E C T I O N O F A H I S T O R I C A L L A N D -

WE, the undersigned owners of record of the property located
at 5021 West Shaw Avenue in Fresno, Cal i forn ia in the County
of Fresno, more specifically described as:

T h e N o r t h e a s t Q u a r t e r o f t h e N o r t h e a s t Q u a r t e r
o f t he Nor theas t Quar te r i n Sec t ion 15 , Town
ship 13 South, Range 19 East,, Mount Diablo
Base and Meridian;

And also commonly known as the FORESTIERE UNDERGROUND GAPiDENS,
do hereby grant to the Department of Parks and Recreation of
t h e S t a t e o f C a l i f o r n i a t h e n e c e s s a r y a u t h o r i z a t i o n f o r t h e
assignment of number, registration and erection of an
Historical Landmark, as required above.

I t i s a l so t he i n ten t o f t he unde rs i gned owne rs o f t he above
property to preserve and maintain the premises primarily as
a Memorial Estate; and to perpetuate it as a tribute to the
spir i t o f indiv idual ism and v is ion that d is t inguished so
many o f ou r ea r l y f o rebea re rs .

Granted in Fresno, California, in the County of Fresno, on
t h i s d a y o f O c t o b e r 1 9 7 7 .

R .^R ica r^o I ^e^ t ^e re Joseph C , Fo res t i e re

V O F F I C I A L S C A L
GILBZ«T ZAVALA ^

/ N O f A I I Y I M l . l l . I C • 0 4 l l f ' i R M I A
y . P M i r j r s P A t o r n r . E i n
^ A L A M C O A C O U N T V J #
yi My Comtnitslon E»pitrs 20, 1978 ijj

• r ? w n r ^ « w » -
f C 9 «
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