
September 1, 1981

In June o f 1981, pro fess iona l prob lems fac ing Ar t Express and unprofess iona l conduct
by pub l i she r B ruce He lander so upse t the sen io r ed i to r ia l s ta f f t ha t they u rged me to
seek lega l counse l in an e f fo r t to save the magaz ine . I t became ev ident tha t more
than ord inary problems were at issue. Promises made to me and to the staff over
t h e l a s t y e a r a n d a h a l f w e r e b e i n g b r o k e n . T h e n o r m a l l y d i f fi c u l t b u s i n e s s o f
launching a magazine was far r isk ier than had been known due to pract ices, statements
and se l f - dea l i ng by pub l i she r He lande r,

In an e f fo r t t o sa l vage the s i t ua t i on , I asked Mr, He lander to once aga in confi rm h i s
p r o m i s e s . H e r e f u s e d t o d o s o . A f t e r a w e e k a n d a h a l f o f t r y i n g n e g o t i a t i o n s d u r i n g
wh ich I made many financ ia l concess ions bu t re fused to compromise ed i to r ia l i n teg r i t y
a n d c o n d u c t , M r , H e l a n d e r a b r u p t l y t e r m i n a t e d m y e d i t o r i a l d u t i e s . I n a n a t t e m p t
to force me to accede to his demands, Helander and his staff threatened me with
lega l ac t ion , damage to career and repu ta t ion , and - in f ron t o f w i tnesses - even
at tempted to in t imidate me phys ica l ly in a scene l i f ted f rom a Grade B ganster mov ie .

H e l a n d e r t h e n c a u s e d t h e i n s t i t u t i o n o f a v i n d i c t i v e a n d m a l i c i o u s s u i t a g a i n s t m e
for $500,000, While totally without grounds, the suit was nonetheless used to justify
Helander*s spur ious c la ims o f impropr ie t ies on my par t and was used to jus t i fy a
c a m p a i g n o f s l a n d e r a n d f a l s e a l l e g a t i o n s a g a i n s t m e t o s t a f f , f o r m e r s t a f f , i n v e s t o r s
and ar t wor ld p ro fess iona ls . My lawyers adv ised me to make no s ta tement un t i l th is
time, and Helander even used my discreet silence to suggest that I was somehow "guilty,"

Mr. Helander*s su i t has now been conc luded in my favor. Af ter be ing dropped by h is
New York law firm, Helander was forced to resort to a Providence law firm which includes
one of his own partners and could hardly refuse to represent him. Even so, we forced
H e l a n d e r t o d i s c o n t i n u e h i s s u i t . T h e s u i t i t s e l f w a s f r i v o l o u s . T h e d i s c o n t i n u a t i o n
s a v e s B r u c e H e l a n d e r t h e e m b a r a s s m e n t o f a d e f e a t i n c o u r t a n d m e r e l y d e l a y s m y
collecting damages, substantial legal fees and court costs, Helander*s suit against
me was the act of a bully. The manner in which he discontinued is the evidence of a
c o w a r d .

I t i s we l l known tha t I was t he f ound ing ed i t o r o f A r t Exp ress . W i th i n days a f t e r my
termination, the vast majority of editorial staff resigned, Helander has been forced
to w i t hd raw h i s o f fices f r om New Yo rk t o P rov i dence , Desp i t e boas t f u l i n t e r v i ews i n
the Providence press with headlines such as "Taking on New York," Helander is having
a difficult t ime dealing with an art world in which he has no credibil i ty. His
success as a publisher with no track record in publishing is in serious doubt, and
is now under question, not only by former staff, but by advertisers and investors.

It is less well known that I am a partner in Art Express. Helander engaged me because
of significant prior publishing and editorial experience. I did what he asked me to
do: to take his fuzzy ambition to create an art magazine which he called "International
College Art," to re-name it, build a staff, create a credible reputation and develop
a national art magazine. Not merely effort was involved, but substantial amounts of
money which my family and I invested in Art Express, It is clear that Bruce Helander
intended to defraud us of our investments. It now appears that his self-dealing and
financial manipulations may further threaten the well-being of al l investors in Art
Express. I am now planning to sue Mr. Helander for fraud. The failure of Bruce
Helander*s action against me sets to rest his claims about what happened at Art
Exp ress . The f raud ac t i on w i l l make the rema inde r c l ea r.

— K e n n e t h S . F r i e d m a n


