
Leuiis HmERlciiii^iiiiiRVS
■ I t c .

RIRPLRHES RnDDlROfnoeriES

B R fl n C H O F F I C E

DCnVER. COLORRDO

f f t / t c o o t e o

I 0 ^ f 2 U N I V E fl S I T V A V E N U E
R O C H E S T E R ^ n . V .

September 30 th 1937

D e a r B u s i n e s s P a r t n e r ;

¥e are in business, as you know, to bui ld Airoraobi les and airplanes and
to deve lop and marke t veh ic les fo r t ranspor ta t ion . We are a t th is t ime p ro
gress ing in a substant ia l bus iness l ike manner towards our ob jec t ive , wh ich
has been from the beginning to manufacture and sell Airomobiles, and we are
very hope fu l tha t by the fi rs t o f the year you w i l l see A i romob i les in the
haj ids of our dealers throughout the country.

One of the best known automobile men in the industry, a man who has been
in charge o f p roduct ion w i th one o f the count ry 's la rges t au tomobi le p lan ts ,
a man who has made a tremendous success for his company and who has built
hundreds of thousands of oars, and made his company mil l ions of dollars, has
agreed to come vdth our company and to go into contract with us to produce
Airomobi les for the market just as soon as we are ready for him. Our engin
eers are here at our plant and are making the necessary changes on the Airo-p
mob i le be fore go ing in to p roduc t ion .

The Ai romobi le pr inc ip les have proved to be correct . The mi leage which
we claimed we would get we are getting. The car is very stable; in fact, we
c o u l d n o t s a y t o o m u c h f o r t h e A i r o m o b i l e - i t e x c e e d s o u r f o n d e s t d r e a m s .
We are go ing in to product ion w i th i t jus t as qu ick ly as i t i s humanly poss ib le
to do so. We are establishing dealers all over the country and our dealers,
like our stockholders, are pleased with the progress we have made.

However, what I want to talk to you about right now is the airplane which
we are building in Denverj this plane wil l be known as the "GRAVITOR". We
enclose herewith a picture of the "GRAVITOR" as we expect i t to look in pro
duction, (Also enclosed are pictures of the Airomobile and the Airomobile
motor). There may be some changes of course to be made on the airplane. The
plane we are building now is a one passenger plane that will rise vertically,
wi l l have h igh forward speed, wi l l land vr i thout any run, and wi l l have no
cross \ i r ings and no propel ler. We c la im th is p lane wi l l fly and have worked
u n c e a s i n g l y o n i t s i n c e t h e fi r s t o f J a n u a r y 1 9 3 5 . E v e r y l i t t l e d e t a i l h a s
been worked out to the ent i re sa t is fac t ion o f our eng ineers .

The principle of the plane we are building has been proved. The small
models of this plane have flovm for hundreds of our stockholders and we be
l i e v e w i l l r e v o l u t i o n i z e t h e a i r p l a n e i n d u s t r y. M a n y p a r t s o f t h i s p l a n e
are al ready bui l t ; the motor which we wi l l use has been selected; the
pat te rns fo r the cas t ings a re par t ia l l y comple ted ; the d rawings and
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speoifications are far enough along so that we can oomplete the entire jot
within one hundred and tv/enty days from the time that sufficient money is in
to do the jo"b, Mr. Landgraf made the statement that if furnished sufficient
m o n e y h e c o u l d c o m p l e t e t h i s p l a n e v e r y q u i c k l y .

W e h a v e s e v e n t h o u s a n d s t o c k h o l d e r s w h o a r e s a t i s fi e d v ; i t h t h e i r i n v e s t
ment and feel cer ta in that v^e are constant ly and inte l l igent ly and success
fully carrying forward the company's business. They are av/-are a].so that the
average stockholder can sell his or her stock for more than tvfice what he or
sho paid for it, Thoy are aware also that our company has not sold any
stock since 1935, and that it has not even offered any stock for sale during
t h a t t i m e ,

Mr, Fred Landgraf, our Chief Engineer in charge of the building of the
airplane, advises us that $7000,00 will complete the airplane. The idea has
Just occurred to me that i f I would write to each of our seven thousand
s t o c k h o l d e r s a n d a s k t h e m t o m a k e a d o n a t i o n o f w h a t e v e r a m o u n t o f m o n e y
they could afford, sufficient money to build the "GRAVITOR" would be in our
hands at once. I have contended since our company vias organized that when
our plane, the "GRAVITOR", has been successfully demonstrated the stock v/ill
have such a value that it can scarcely bo bought by poor poople. Most of
our stockholders are not rich, not wealthy, not even well to doj othen'd-se,
they would not have invested in the first place. Our stockholders (the
majority I am speaking of) needed to invest a little money in something that
would make them financially independent. They chose Lewis American Ainvays,
Ino,, realizing that a fev/ dollars would buy a lot of shares, and that when
either the "GRAVITOR" or the "AIROMOBILE" was a success, their shares would
be very va luable.

As I have said before, our stockholders are almost one hundred percent
proud of their investment and many of them have been buying shares whenever
they had an opportunity to do so, from their neighbors, their relatives,
acqua in tances , b rokers , e tc . I cons ider the buy ing o f these shares a very
wise thing to do, but the selling of any shares at this time is very foolish.
People who are stockholders and people who are not stockholders are inquiring
all of the time where they can buy some Lewis American Airways Stock. We
advise them that there isn't any stock to sell, so far as the company is
c o n c e r n e d .

I am not writing you now, however, in regard to buying or selling Lewis
American Airways stock. What I v/ant you to do is to fill out the enclosed
blank and sent it, together with as many dollars as you can spare, direct to
us, in order that the airplane may be quickly completed, and that your stock
value may be enhanced. The ccmpany cannot offer you anything for this
donation,- if we did it would become a security and not a donation at all,
and we have not sold any securities since 1935 and are not expecting to do
so now. In 1936 or the latter part of 1935 some of our stockholders were
offered the privilege of making donations to our company at a timo when our
company was badly in nood of funds. Within a short timo our stockholders
had donated over $7000,00, Every one of these stockholders will be more
than glad to have the opportunity of making a contribution at this time.
There must be a reason - they must have received something from someone,
even though they signed a similar slip. Whatever did happen might not
happen, again and we are making absolutely no promise, and vie are not trying
to lead you to believe that there will be any advantage in your making this
contribution, other than the possibility that .your stock value vrill be, as
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I have sa id , cons iderab ly enhanced. A l ready, s ince te l l i ng a few o f our
stockholders that they would soon be offered the opportunity of helping to
complete this plane, we have received ei^ht donations averaging better than
$14,00 each, some ^!25.00, some $10*00, some §5,00, some $15.00, etc.

There wi l l be those who wi l l say "Let John do i t " - " le t the other
s tockholders furn ish the money to fin ish th is job" . You know your own
circumstances - I do not, I want to assure you that the job v.r i l l be done,
with or without your help, and it will be done without ray company or myself
making any promises. Therefore, whatever you willingly decide to send in I
want you to do so now, I bel ieve that out of our seven thousand stock
h o l d e r s \ ' f e w i l l h a v e s e v e r a l d o n a t i o n s t h a t w i l l r e a c h t h e h u n d r e d d o l l a r
mark. I do not believe there will be any for less theui $5^00 and I firmly
bel ieve that our stockholders are so soundly behind me on th is ai rp lane
that few will fail us altogether, I believe that many thousands more than
we will actually need to complete this plane will be in the mail almost
immediately, but it will be far bettor for us to have more than is actually
needed than for us to have less than wo are asking for.

P lease fi l l ou t t he b lank enc losed , p i n i t t o you r con t r i bu t i on and
mail it today. Let us get this job done even while we are getting the
A i romob i l e i n to p roduc t i on .

Thanking you for your cooperation and faith in our company and in
myse l f persona l l y, I am

V e r y s i n c e r e l y y o u r s .

H I L / c P r e s i d e n t

P . S .
No contribution will be accepted unless the enclosed blank is properly

fi l led out and mai led to us vd th the donat ion . We v / i l l acknowledge rece ip t
of each donat ion immediately.

P . M . L .


