
E v e r y s o o f t e n ; s o m e o f o u r e l e c t e d o f fi c i a l s t e l l u s t h e r e a r e
"problems" at the slabs. They define those problems for us, and tellus how our tax dollars should be spent to solve these alleged prob
lems; whether they are real or invented! They make statements which
get media coverage; and of course the rumors start flying. This
time; their antics have drawn the attention of the San Diego Union,
the L«A. Times; and who knows how far the word may travel.

I f i t were not for the fact that thousands of "snowbirds" flock to
the s labs each winter and spend hundreds of thousands of do l lars in
Imperial County; these antics would likely do little damage. As it
is; many of our "winter guests" who have been comming for years; may
well decide to go elsewhere. Problems and hassles, they don't want;
wh i ch i s why mos t o f t hem began comming to t he s l abs i n t he fi r s t
p l a c e .

- Tha t ; and t he f ac t t ha t t hey can camp ren t f r ee ; whe re t he re a re
no "camp hos ts " o r "managers " runn ing a round w i th c l i pboards , t e l l
ing them where they can or cannot park their rigs; how long they can
s t a y , e t c . ; a d i n fi n i t u m , a d n a u s i u m , a d h a s s l e !

At their July 12th meeting; the Imperial Co. Board of Supervisors
voted 4 to 1 in favor of negotiating a "lease" of the slab property
from the State; who has been "stuck" with i t s ince the '40s, and
w o u l d l o v e t o " d u m p " i t ; i f s o m e o n e c o u l d b e f o u n d t o t a k e i t o f f
t h e s t a t e ' s h a n d s .

The "proposal" is to lease it from the state (thus incurring county
l iab i l i ty ) ; "c lean i t up" ; make " improvements" ; and " turn i t in to a
primitive camping area"; charging only a ONE DOLLAR A DAY camping
f e e ! ^ ^

Fiscally unsound? Sure it is! But the four supervisors who are
'pushing" this BOONDOGGLE can always find reasons why "adjustments
in projections" are necessary. Right now, the thing is to make it a
done deal" BEFORE facts and figures come under public scrutiny!

Other counties seem to need $4,00 to $6.00 per camper/day to main
ta i n a p r im i t i ve camp g round ; bu t t ha t ' s a f t e r i t ' s es tab l i shed and
operating; NOT during it's "proposal" stage; when voter support is
IS being courted to get the scheme off the ground. ~ Once the lease
IS signed; the county MUST proceed in accordance with the terms of
the lease. S imply put ; th ings wi l l s tar t happening. ~ EXPENSIVE
t h i n g s !


